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Christian Education
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On Rally Sunday (September 9), which also happened to be ELCA God’s Work,
Our Hands Sunday, our children prepared 34 School Kits with items donated
by the very generous members of St. Peter for Lutheran World Relief. These
school kits will be mailed to children in need around the world!

Finance & Stewardship
Dianna Hutchison
LaVelta Jenkins
Susan Knight*
Paul Thompson
Property
Carolyn Olson
Paul Thompson

BIRTHDAYS:

Service, Unity & Witness
Dianna Hutchison*
Jean Vinka

Al Bierle

10-10

Worship & Music
Kay Gunning
Dawn Hanson
Carolyn Olson*
Linda Servold
Toni Thompson

Alan Jenkins

10-11

Linda DeSelms

10-11

Earl Cunningham

10-14

Colette Dhenin

10-19

Zachary McAlister

10-25

Nora Black

10-30

STAFF:
Choir Director:

Linda Servold

Organist and Keyboard:

Linda Servold

Assistant Musicians:

Carolyn Olson
Jill Thompson

Office Secretary

Laura Dhenin

Website Editor

Laura Dhenin

The CONTACT

Laura Dhenin

If we have inadvertently
omitted anyone, please contact
Laura Dhenin in the church
office.
Thank you!

ANNIVERSARIES:
Llewis Diggs & Susan Knight 10-22-04
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Mark Your Calendars!

Dates to Remember:

Friday, October 5:
5:30 pm: Pumpkin Patch Set-Up
Saturday, October 6:
8:30 am: Pumpkin Patch Delivery
Sunday, October 7:
Food Drive for Jonah’s House
Sunday, October 14:
October Birthdays Cake Reception
Saturday, October 20:
12:00-3:30 pm Border Conference Summit
Sunday, October 28:
Reformation Sunday
Saturday, November 3: (Tentative)
10:00 am: Blessing of the Animals

Birthday Reception:
October 14 - After Worship
Join us as we honor those celebrating
birthdays this month.

Reformation
Sunday:
October 28
Over 500 years ago, a small town priest disrupted
an entire religious, economic and political
landscape. The founder of our faith tradition, Martin
Luther, believed in a living, daring confidence in
God’s grace – and the rest is history!

Please Remember to wear something RED!

Blessing of the Animals

Saturday, November 10:
1:00 pm: Tri-Church “Picnic”

Tri-Church “Picnic”
Saturday, November 3

Saturday, November 10
1:00 pm
Hosted by St. Mark’s in Roswell

Come meet their new Pastor!
St. Peter is asked to bring salads and deserts

Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time
Ends
Sunday, November 4
Don’t forget to set you
Clock BACK one hour!

(Tentative)

10:00 am
Halagueno Arts Park
In recognition of God’s gifts to us through our pets, we
gather to bless them and give thanks for them. This is
an outdoor service which commemorates St. Francis
of Assisi, the patron saint of animals and the
environment.
Bring your beloved friends (big, small, furry,
feathered, slithering or scaled) or a photograph of
them, to receive a special blessing!
*For the safety and comfort of pets and humans, all
animals must be appropriately caged, leashed and
under control at all times.

All pets and faiths welcome!
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St. Peter Pumpkin Patch
Hours
October 6 - 31
Monday - Friday: 3:00 - 6:30 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday: 1:00 - 5:00 pm

Pumpkin Patch Staffing & Tellers:
The Pumpkins are coming…
...and we need YOUR HELP! A sign-up schedule for our 14th Annual Pumpkin Patch

Saturday, October 6th at 8:30 am
The Carlsbad community is invited to help us
unload pumpkins for the 14th Annual St. Peter
Pumpkin Patch
Refreshments and a cookout lunch will be
provided to all volunteers!

is now in the narthex. Please sign-up for any shifts you
are able to be here to help with Pumpkin Patch sales
or serve as a teller at the end of the day.

Pumpkin Patch Storytime:
Several community preschool classes will make visits
to the Pumpkin Patch this year, to hear pumpkin
stories and pick out pumpkins. We need two or three
people each week to read to the children and handle
their purchases. The time requirement will be any
given Tuesday or Thursday morning, from 9:45 11:30 am (approx.). If you are available and willing to
help with this, please add your name and phone
number to the signup sheet posted in the narthex.

Hospitality:

The Annual St. Peter Pumpkin Patch is
a charitable fundraiser.
This year, ALL proceeds will be
equally shared with:
•
•
•

Children’s Advocacy CenterBuddies Program,
Packs for Hunger, and
Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey

We will host a Hospitality Table on the 3 Saturdays of
the Pumpkin Patch, beginning on Oct. 13. We’ll have
coffee, cider, and baked treats for all who come to the
Pumpkin Patch. We are asking for help in the form of
homemade (if possible) cookies, muffins, breads, etc.
If you can provide any of these, please mark the signup sheet in the narthex. We’ll need to have things at
the church by Friday evening or early Saturday for the
weekend you choose. If you wish to contribute, but
can’t get your “goodies” to the church, we’ll be glad to
pick them up. Please call the church office at 887-3033
to let us know. We’ve always had great response to
the treats, and we thank you!
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2018 Lutheran Advocacy Ministry-NM Advocacy Conference
Save the Date! Saturday, November 17
8:30 am - 1 pm
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Albuquerque
Keynote speaker: The Rev. Amy Reumann, Director of ELCA Advocacy
$15 per person (materials & lunch included)

Welcome our new Director of Evangelical Mission - Pastor Matt Barnhouse
Pastor Matt Barnhouse has accepted a new call in the Office of the Bishop as the
new Director of Evangelical Mission (DEM) for the Rocky Mountain Synod (RMS).
Matt said he considers this call "a surprise and honor," which has been affirmed by
his colleagues and ministry partners in all three expressions of the church:
congregation, synod, and churchwide.
He will begin serving as DEM in early October from his home in El Paso. The DEM
position is an ELCA Churchwide staff position, deployed on the synod territory,
focussing on new mission congregations, congregations under redevelopment, and
ethnic ministries. We are pleased to welcome Pastor Barnhouse to the RMS Office of
the Bishop staff!

Integrated Service and Intentionality
"Serving Christ through action for better community." This is the tagline for Urban
Servant Corps, the organization that lives out faith-based service in every corner of
Denver.
I had the opportunity to meet with Sarah Adam, Community Life Coordinator, at the Urban
Servant Corps office this week. We talked about USC's mission in the community and
how that extends to the volunteers' personal lives. What struck me is how many
opportunities there are for volunteers to better their communities and simultaneously take
time to better themselves. With opportunities for faith, reflection, discussion about social
issues, food education, etc. at the USC houses, the volunteers are truly living
comprehensively in their faith and ministries.
Volunteers come to USC at all ages. Typically, USC sees recent college graduates and
others in their 20s apply. However, this last year a retired nun found USC after her
convent closed. Mary Kay is a volunteer at Family Promise, an organization that works
with individuals and families who are at risk of being homeless.
Read more about USC from Intern Katie in her final RMS Blog post
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10 Life Changing Days in the Holy Land June 23 - July 03, 2019
Join Pastor Joel and Sonja Pancoast, of Zion Lutheran Church, Loveland, for a 10day pilgrimage through the Holy Land. For more information, see brochure or contact
Pastor Joel at PastorJoel@zionloveland.com or 970-667-1836.

Thad’s Story’ – discerning vocation through YAGM

Meet Thad, a young leader who dedicated a year of his life to service with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Hungary through ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM). Watch Thad talk about the impact the YAGM
program had on his life and vocational call. With 80 participants beginning their YAGM service this month, there
are many opportunities to support a transformative experience like Thad’s for the young adults of our church. If you
or your congregation is interested in supporting a YAGM, please contact globalchurch@elca.org.

God’s Work. Our Hands. The things we do and ways YOU can help…
•

Noisy Offering Collection for ELCA WORLD HUNGER: Every week during our worship service, the
children of the congregation take a coin collection after the Gospel for Children.

•

Food Drive for Jonah’s House: Jonah's House in in need of canned goods and other non-perishable
food items. PLEASE Remember to bring your items to church the first Sunday of each month.

•

Packs for Hunger: Packs for Hunger is feeding OVER 200 Carlsbad-area children PER WEEK (even
in the SUMMER!) and they need your HELP. Please consider making a monetary or food donation.
Lists of suggested food items and a collection container are in the Narthex.

•

Sock Drive: Donations of (new) socks and undergarments for boys and girls, pre-K-12th grade can be
made throughout the year by placing them in the Packs for Hunger collection container in the Narthex.

•

Can Tabs for Ronald McDonald House: We collect aluminum soda can tabs for Ronald McDonald
House. A collection container is in the Narthex.
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Fear not
By Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop
September 2018
I’m leaving for my first trip to Holden
Village, a retreat center near Chelan,
Wash. I’ve heard about this Lutheran
Shangri-La for years. I have sung and
played the Holden Evening Prayer in
many settings. I’m excited. The
theme verse for the week I’ll be in
residence is “Fear not,” which is part
of a longer passage found in the book
of Isaiah.
For me, Isaiah 43:1-7 is one of the most hopeful and
lovely passages in all of Scripture. This word of promise
and grace comes to the people of God who are in exile
in Babylon. It is difficult for many of us to imagine the
intensity of these words and of the promise they contain.
God’s declaration that “you are mine … you are precious
… and I love you” is almost too good to be true. Hearing
and trusting this promise, the people were undoubtedly,
as Zechariah says, “prisoners of hope.”
“Fear not.” “Do not fear.” “Do not be afraid.” “The fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” “You are to fear
and love the Lord so that ....” What about all this fear? I
think the notion of fearing a loving God is confusing.
How can fear, which feels oppressive, be part of God’s
life-giving relationship with us? Are we to fear, or fear
not? And yet, there it is. In Scripture and in the
catechism, we are told to “fear and love God.” We are
also told “fear not.” I think both are possible.
There is a lot of fear going around in our world, our
country and our church. The evidence is all around:
heavily armed police and military personnel at airports;
the strident fearmongering that blares at us from media
outlets of the left and the right; the possibility of nuclear
war; even manufactured threats about personal hygiene
(do we have the whitest, brightest teeth?).
This kind of fear makes the world seem chaotic and
overwhelming. It drives us into smaller and smaller
relationships. It’s limiting and inhibiting. This kind of fear
plays to our sinful nature, particularly sin as defined by
Martin Luther: “the soul curved in upon itself.” This kind
of fear puts us in the center of a limited universe that is

restricting and life-destroying. That is why this kind of
fear is an effective means of control.
The fear of God that is found in Scripture and the
catechism is the opposite. The fear of God is actually part
of an expansive and expanding existence. Instead of our
crowded little worlds with us at the center, we are able to
experience the depth and breadth of God’s love. This kind
of fear is about awe that makes us tremble in the
presence of God’s power expressed in love. The absence
of fear and awe makes God, the cosmos and the world
small, impoverished and parochial.
Here is how I think it is possible for us to fear and fear
not. If we fear and love God, if we assume an attitude of
awe, we are set free. Rather than being limiting, this kind
of fear is liberating. We are liberated from futile attempts
to save ourselves. We are liberated from exhausting
attempts to justify ourselves. This kind of fear is the best
response to the constricting and life-destroying fear that
the world peddles. It is not denying that the world can be
a frightening and dangerous place. Rather, the fear and
awe of God make it possible to face real threats with the
confidence that this is God’s world—God’s redeemed
world.
Listen to God’s promise: “When you pass through the
waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they
shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you
shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your
Savior” (Isaiah 43:2-3).

A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. Her email address:
bishop@elca.org. This column originally appeared in Living
Lutheran’s September 2018 issue. Reprinted with permission.
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Bishop Eaton: Our Call to Care for Creation
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) members pray and care for God’s marvelous
creation every day. We also join the global Christian community each Sept. 1 to Oct. 4 to mark
the Season of Creation. This season starts with a World Day of Prayer for Care of Creation,
an invitation to focus our worship, our stewardship and action on honoring God by honoring and
caring for God's handiwork.
As members of the ELCA, we share a love and a responsibility for all that God has made. In our
social statement “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice,” we affirm that “made in
the image of God, we are called to care for the earth as God cares for the earth. God’s
command to have dominion and subdue the earth is not a license to dominate and exploit.
Human dominion, a special responsibility, should reflect God’s way of ruling as a shepherd king
who takes the form of a servant, wearing a crown of thorns.” We confess the ways in which we
have been negligent in our responsibility to God and to all of creation and commit ourselves to
exercising our stewardship by upholding the integrity of creation and safeguarding those most
vulnerable to environmental degradation.
On this year’s World Day of Prayer, I am mindful that our warming climate is creating
unprecedented crises for millions. These include increased food insecurity, forced migration,
natural disasters, civil conflict and water scarcity. From across all communities most affected by
climate change, women and girls are disproportionately affected. According to ACT Alliance, these communities suffer
huge losses that extend beyond monetary losses to noneconomic impacts such as loss of lives, land, territory, language
and culture. Our response to these losses has focused on the neglect and carelessness, both in private industry and in
government regulation, that have contributed to these changes. An honest accounting also recognizes that we all
participate, both as consumers and investors, in economies that make intensive and insistent demands for energy. We
are part of the solution.
In September, the ELCA will mark the Season of Creation by taking a leadership role during the Global Climate Action
Summit in San Francisco. Together with The Lutheran World Federation and other partners, we will host
a Talanoa Dialogue to accompany those most affected by climate change. The U.N. Framework Convention on
Climate Change states: "Talanoa is a traditional word used in Fiji and across the Pacific to reflect a process of inclusive,
participatory and transparent dialogue. The purpose of Talanoa is to share stories, build empathy and to make wise
decisions for the collective good ... sharing of ideas, skills and experience through storytelling.”
The focus of these dialogues will be “Loss and Damage” and “Just Transition” related to climate change. The former
will explore the suffering that climate change is causing right now and seek new ways to learn from and accompany
those most affected. The latter recognizes that we must also accompany those whose livelihoods are dependent on
extractive industries, making sure they are not left behind during the transition to renewable energy sources. These
dialogues will equip us in the planetary movement toward climate solutions with initiatives that reflect God’s concern for
the sufficiency and sustainability of all people.
Our ELCA ministries are making an impact as we as a church take hold of our common responsibility to creation and to
God. We know that transitioning to lifestyles that eliminate the causes of global warming is critical and must be done
now. In response to the 2016 Churchwide Assembly resolution “Toward a Responsible Energy Future,” ELCA
members answer the call to care for all of God’s creation in our churches and homes through stewardship,
education and advocacy. These efforts include establishing environmental stewardship committees, building
awareness around energy efficiency, evaluating investments in fossil fuels, and learning more about sustainable farming
and development.
All who care for the earth and work for the restoration of its vitality can be confident in the power of the Holy Spirit to
guide us as we serve in concert with God’s creative and renewing power and the indwelling Spirit of Christ to give us
hope, courage and direction.

Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us coworkers in your
creation. Give us wisdom and reverence to use the resources of nature so that no one may
suffer from our abuse of them, and that generations yet to come may continue to praise you for
your bounty; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
(prayer for stewardship of natural resources, ELW p. 80).
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Stewardship of our money
And Jesus said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” --Luke 12:15

Jesus often uses words of caution when teaching about money. Jesus warns us of money’s power to
capture our souls and turn us from loving God first and most, and then our neighbors as ourselves.
Because we North Americans live in a wealthy culture, the temptation to love money more than God and
neighbor may be worse than it was for the folks of Jesus’ time. So, we need to take Jesus’ warnings to
heart and be sure to keep money in its proper place. Here are some ideas:
Develop gratitude: Be happy for (and with) what you have. Dwell on your blessings rather than your
wants. Constantly entertaining thoughts of your unfilled desires leads to scarcity thinking and
unhappiness.
Celebrate sufficiency: Learn to live on what you earn. Excessive debt corrodes our wellbeing by
causing us stress and hunger for more. Strive to live without credit cards and make choices to help your
income match expenses.
Embrace generosity: Our culture tells us that the more we have the happier we will be, but that’s really
not so -- once we have enough to meet our true needs. Miserly people tend to be miserable no matter
how much they have, while generous people tend to be happy even if they have modest means. Giving
generously is a spiritual discipline that breaks the power that money has to control us.
Good stewardship of our money helps us avoid the traps that Jesus warns about. Stewardship means
managing our wealth rather than letting it manage us. Free from money’s traps and lures and lies, we
are free to love God first and then our neighbor as ourselves.

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the
bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.
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1302 West Pierce Street • Carlsbad NM 88220
Email: stpeter@splcnm.com

Sun

Mon

www.splcnm.com

Tue
1

Wed
2

5:15 pm: Faith
Formation Mtg.

7

8

9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study

5:00 pm: CTHHS
Board Mtg.

10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion

5:30-7:30 pm:
Cub Scouts
Den Mtg.

11:45 am: Fellowship

575-887-3033

9

Thu

Fri

3

4

.

Sat
5

5:30 pm:
Pumpkin Patch
Set-Up

10
5:30 pm: Worship
& Music Mtg.

11

6
8:30 am:
Pumpkin Patch
Delivery

12

13

19

20

11:00 am:
Jonah’s House
Board Mtg.

*First Sunday Food Drive
for Jonah’s House
2:00-4:00 pm: Cub Scouts

14

15

16

17

18

12:00-3:30 pm:
Border
Conference
Summit
Gathering
(Peace Lutheran,
Las Cruces)

9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study
10:15 am: Hymn Sing
10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion
11:45 am: October
Birthdays Cake
Reception
12:00 pm: Cong. Council Mtg
2:00-4:00 pm: Cub Scouts

21

22

23

24

30

31

5:30-7:30 pm:
Cub Scouts
Den Mtg.

9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study
10:15 am: Hymn Sing
10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion
11:45 am: Fellowship
2:00-4:00 pm: Cub Scouts

28
9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study
10:15 am: Hymn Sing
10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion
11:45 am: Fellowship
2:00-4:00 pm: Cub Scouts

29

25

26

27

The Contact
St. Peter Lutheran Church
1302 West Pierce Street
Carlsbad NM 88220

Sunday Schedule
~ Fall ~
9:00 am: Sunday School

Confirmation Class
Bible Study
10:15 am: Hymn Sing
10:30 am: Worship with
Holy Communion
11:45 am: Fellowship

