
At a Glance...    
Dates to Remember: 

 
June 6: 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 New Pastor Installation 
 10:30 am: Worship 
 12:00 pm: Celebration Potluck 
 

June 13: 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:30 am: Worship 
 12:00 pm: Cong. Council Mtg. 
  

June 20: 4thSunday after Pentecost  
 10:30 am: Worship 
 Happy Father’s Day! 
 

June 27: 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:30 am: Worship  
 

July 4: 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:30 am: Worship 

National Independence Day 

Saint Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church  

June 2021.  Volume 60  #6 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 

Susan Howard 6-3 

James McCraw 6-17 

James Hazle  6-19 

Olivia Meeks  6-27 

Cindy Meeks  6-30 

If we have inadvertently 
omitted anyone, please 

contact Laura Dhenin in the 
church office.   
Thank you!  

 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Daryl & Sarah Hadfield        6-19-71 

Earl & Geri Cunningham     6-28-74 

Field Trip to  

Lakeview Christian 

Home, June 2014 
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“Pastor Ponderings” 
 

 
This year - 2021 - seems to be moving at light speed compared to last year. Maybe 
that’s because the pace of daily life has picked up—more things to do, more 
places to go, more people to meet. And this a very good thing! As my life returns 
to “normal,” it’s easy to get focused only on what makes my life easier. 
 
However, as followers of Jesus, let us remember and keep front-and-center his 
command to us: Love your neighbors as you love yourselves. As we desire good 
health and safety for ourselves, we are to want these for others. So for the time 
being, we will continue with St. Peter’s Council’s decision to require masks in 
worship and in other large gatherings at church. We personally may have been 
vaccinated, and now “safe,” but we want to ensure a safe environment for others 
to the best of our ability, so that all feel safe. The Breath of Life is a sacred gift. 
We do not want to take away what God has given. 

 
As our lives continue (hopefully) to return to normal, how can we as a church help others live into that gift of 
life that God has bestowed on them? And in your own daily routine, how are you helping another “breathe” 
deeply and safely, and to know they, too, are a sacred, beloved Child of God? 

 

Pastor Stephanie  



Noisy Offering Update:  

YES! We are still colleting a Noisy 
Offering for ELCA World Hunger.  

Please remember to bring your coins 
on Sunday morning and place them 
in the milk can collection container in  
Narthex..  

Thank you for your support!  
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Join Us for Weekly, In-Person  
Sunday Worship! 

 

Every Sunday, 10:30 am 

 
*Masks are required and social 

distancing will be observed. 

See you Sunday!!! 

 

 

 
 

For those who cannot join us, we will 

continue to post “Worship In the Home” on 

our St. Peter Facebook page. 

Happy Father’s Day 
Sunday, June 20

th
 

Installation! 
Please join us… 

Sunday, June 6
th

,  

beginning at 10:30 am 

For the Installation of Rev. Stephanie Harmon to the 

position of Pastor of St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 

We welcome, Bishop James Gonia, Rocky 

Mountain Synod, ELCA and Rev. Randall Partin, 

Provost, UNMC-NM, who will lead us in worship. 

A celebration potluck lunch will immediately follow 

our worship service. Please bring a dish to share. 

All are Welcome! 
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              In Our Prayers 
Pamela Sumner, Ruth Winters, Author Wright, Mary-Grace, Carl Vinka, Dave Hanson, Joyce 

Sumner, Serge Sisler, Melonie Lynch, Judy Havens, Woods Houghton, Carol Long, Ruthann Ropp, 

Dawn Duff, Tracey Jones, Amalija, Gerald Bushman, Kelly Glover, Donnie Yielding, Margie 

Rasmussen, Copey & Megan Duff, Tiffany, and Jeannie Patterson. 
 

Safety for all first-responders and those serving in the military.  
 

Homebound: Dave Hanson,  

In Memory… 
Betsy Klink 

If you would like to add anyone to our prayer list, please email or 

leave a voice-mail message with the church office.  

God’s Work. Our Hands  
The things we do and ways YOU can help… 

• Noisy Offering Collection for ELCA WORLD HUNGER: Remember to bring your coins to worship on 

Sunday morning. Your coins can be paced in the milk can located in he Narthex. 

• Food Drive for Jonah’s House: Jonah's House in in need of canned goods and other non-perishable 

food items. PLEASE Remember to bring your items to church the first Sunday of each month. 

• Packs for Hunger: Packs for Hunger is feeding nearly 300 Carlsbad-area children PER WEEK (even 

in the SUMMER!) and they need your HELP.  Please consider making a monetary or food donation.  

Lists of suggested food items and a collection container are in the Narthex. 

• Sock Drive: Donations of (new) socks and undergarments for boys and girls, pre-K-12th grade can be 

made throughout the year by placing them in the Packs for Hunger collection container in the Narthex.  

• Can Tabs for Ronald McDonald House: We collect aluminum soda can tabs for Ronald McDonald 

House. A collection container is in the Narthex. 

 



A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America. Her email address: bish-

op@elca.org. Reprinted with permission. 
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I had a friend in high school who 
said, “Wouldn’t it be great if our lives 
had a soundtrack and we could hear 
it?” That way we would always know 
what was coming at us. Suspenseful 
music, ominous music, joyful music, 
sorrowful music, heroic music—all 
would alert us to what is just around 
the corner and would accompany us 
on our way. There is something 
intriguing about the idea. And it could 
work if your soundtrack were the only 

one and everyone and everything else were just the 
supporting cast in your musical. 

But God didn’t create us that way. We aren’t solitary 
lives played out on an isolated stage. God created us by 
love and for love. We were meant to be together. The 
Trinity is relationship and God welcomes us into that holy 
company. 

Like God’s love, music is at the same time deeply 
personal, sounding deep within an individual’s soul, and 
universal, ringing out to an entire community. Like God’s 
love, music sings to us in all of our marvelous diversity. 
Just as the beauty of creation is apparent not in 
monochrome but in Technicolor, so also must music be 
polyphonic. This is why we have a variety of worship 
resources that include a variety of musical styles from 
many cultures and in many languages. 

One of the great harms done by Western missionaries 

was to equate proper, acceptable and God-pleasing 

worship with Western music, dress and even 

instrumentation. The problem wasn’t the introduction of 

their music. The problem was the replacement of 

Indigenous expression with Western music and the 

labeling of Indigenous music, language, dance and dress 

as pagan and worse.. 

One of my greatest honors in this call was being asked 
to preach on Easter Sunday at a Lutheran church in 
Yunnan Province, China. The Chinese characters that 
convey “Lutheran” actually mean “Justification Church.” 
On that Easter morning, high up in the mountains, we 
sang our praise and thanks to God for the victory of the 

Resurrection. These were Lisu people. They are an 
ethnic minority pushed out of the fertile valleys by the 
Han people. 

Then the missionaries came. As the Justification Church, 
we believe and teach that the gospel is the message of 
redemption, reconciliation and liberation for all people. 
Instead, the Western missionaries took away the Lisu 
people’s music and culture. An elder of the community 
explained to us that this service would be the first time in 
a century that the Lisu people worshiped God with their 
own music, their own instruments, with their own dance, 
in their own traditional clothing. 

I didn’t understand the language (sermons could take 
three times as long—I preached in English, which a 
second person translated into Mandarin and then a third 
person translated into Lisu) and the music didn’t 
resonate with me at first, but I recognized the song. It 
was the song of Resurrection. The style was unique to 
the Lisu people, but the music was universal. 

Martin Luther, a musician and hymn writer, wanted his 
people to hear the universal message of the gospel in 
their own language. We Lutherans take a great deal of 
pride in Luther’s translation of the Bible into the 
vernacular. How is it that we are not so ready to hear the 
gospel in the musical vernacular of the thousand 
tongues that sing our great Redeemer’s praise? Music, 
in all its many forms, sings for us even when we can’t 
find the words. I like to think that, when the Spirit 
intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words, the Spirit 
is singing and, in that distant melody, just beyond our 
comprehension, our longing and God’s love meet. 

My life flows on in endless song; above earth’s 
lamentation, I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 
that hails a new creation. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock 

I’m clinging. Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 

how can I keep from singing? (ELW, 763). 

MUSIC IS PERSONAL AND 
UNIVERSAL 
 
May 7, 2021  
By: Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/music/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/martin-luther/
https://elcablogs.fairnorth-dev.com/worship/wp-content/uploads/sites/60/2020/04/My-Life-Flows-On-in-Endless-Song.pdf
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Stewarding Our Relationships: Rehab, Renew and Repair  

Doctors order rehabilitation – intensive exercises and therapy -- for patients to regain muscle 

strength and flexibility after a serious illness or injury.  

The time is right for us to use the same approach for our friendships and family relationships after 

Covid-19. The worst seems over now that the vaccines are percolating through our nation, and we 

are entering the summer, when it is comfortable to gather in the relative safety of the outdoors. 

It will take serious rehab to repair and renew the friendships and family relationships that Covid-19 

forced us to neglect. Hunkered down in our homes for safety, we ceased gathering for friendship, 

fellowship and recreation – the very activities that keep relationships strong. Churches put worship 

and social gatherings on hold.  

The pandemic’s impact on relationships wielded a double whammy: It left us stressed and needing 

friends at the very time that Covid-19 prevented us from tending to our relationships. It has left us 

disconnected and hurting. 

Keeping in mind that the Covid-19 risk is diminished but not gone, as summer unfolds, you can look 

for safe ways to rehab, renew and repair your relationships. 

Reach out: Go through your list of friends and contact them by phone, email, text – whatever’s 

best. Tell them you missed them and want to get together. 

Make plans: Don’t put it off. Be creative and find safe ways to get together. Outdoors is safer. 

Backyard barbecues, coffee at a sidewalk café, a walk, a game of bocce, iced tea on the porch. It’s 

all good. 

Every little step you take will help your relationship “muscles” to get stronger, and in the process 

you’ll become healthier as the love, support and joy of friends and family flows into your heart. 

 

 

–Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at 
www.thestewardshipguy.com 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
file:///C:/Users/rblezard/AppData/Sharron/Downloads/www.thestewardshipguy.com
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10:30 am Worship with  
Holy Communion 

 

*Installation of  
Pastor Stephanie  
with Bishop Jim 

Gonia and Provost 
Randal Partin* 

 

12:00 pm: Celebration  
Potluck 
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Last Day 
of School! 
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10:30 am Worship with  
Holy Communion 

 
12:00 pm:  

Congregational  
Council  Mtg 
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Flag Day 
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10:30 am Worship with  

Holy Communion 
 
 
 
10:30 am Worship with  

Holy Communion 
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10:30 am Worship with  
Holy Communion 
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1302 West Pierce Street • Carlsbad NM 88220     575-887-3033      

Email: stpeter@splcnm.com                          www.splcnm.com 

June  
2021  

Pastor Stephanie -  
NM United Methodist Annual Conference 

Pastor Stephanie -  
Out of the Office  



The Contact 

St. Peter Lutheran Church 

1302 West Pierce Street 

Carlsbad NM  88220 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1302 West Pierce Street       www.splcnm.com 
Carlsbad NM 88220             stpeter@splcnm.com 
575-887-3033 

http://www.splcnm.com
mailto:stpeter@splcnm.com

