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The CONTACT

Laura Dhenin

Ministry Appreciation Dinner, November 30, 2018. With Representatives from
Carlsbad Transitional Housing & Homeless Shelter, Inc., Cavern City Children’s
Advocacy Center, Pack’s for Hunger, and Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey

Quick Glance...

Dates to Remember:

Sunday, January 6: Epiphany
Food Drive for Jonah’s House
January Birthdays Reception
Sunday, February 3:
Food Drive for Jonah’s House
February Birthdays Reception

BIRTHDAYS:
LaVelta Jenkins
Sam Howard
Sam Meeks
Jill Thompson
David Hanson
Geri Cunningham
Whitney Hutchison
Dawn Hanson
Jan Rosencrans

1-1
1-5
1-7
1-9
1-13
1-15
1-17
1-19
1-23

If we have inadvertently
omitted anyone, please contact
Laura Dhenin in the church
office.
Thank you!
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Birthday Reception:
January 6 - After Worship
Join us as we honor those celebrating
birthdays this month.

SHIP Shelter:
Carlsbad Transitional Housing &
Homeless Shelter Inc. will once again
coordinate the SHIP Shelter
The SHIP Shelter will be open December-February,
providing overnight accommodations for the homeless
in Carlsbad on cold nights or other nights of inclement
weather.
This year they will work side by side with the
Community of Hope Center (Tent City). Community of
Hope Center will be the hosts for the entire season
CTHHS and Community of Hope are asking for help
from congregations throughout Carlsbad to commit to
providing meals on an assigned day (on on a weekly
or monthly rotation). They are also looking for
volunteers to serve as overnight supervisors.
If you have any questions, please contact CTHHS at
575-200-3095 or cthhs1999@gmail.com

In-Home Communion Mondays
On the 2nd Monday of each month,
Rev. Marty will visit our homebound
members and offer Holy Communion.

Tax-Aide Training to
Begin:
Tax-Aide is a free Income Tax
preparation service offered to
people whose household income
does not exceed $54,000, or
those who are 65 years or older.
Tax-Aide volunteers are certified
by the IRS.
Tax-Aide is operated in partnership with AARP.
Training Hours:
Mondays & Thursdays 6:00 - 9:00 pm and
Saturdays 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
throughout January.
The site can still use hosts/hostesses and tax
preparers. If you, or anyone you know are interested
in helping, please contact LaVelta Jenkins at:
575-636-4751.
Thank you for supporting the St. Peter Tax-Aide site!

Grief Support Group:
For those who are grieving the death of a
loved one, a new Grief Support Group
will begin January 10.
The group will meet every Thursday for 8
-weeks (through February 28). 9:3011:00 am, at LANDSUN HOMES MANOR (2002
Westridge Rd.)
Attend one session or all eight!

If you know anyone who would like an in
-home visit, please contact Rev. Marty.

Topics include: coping tips, support for anyone who
has experienced the death of a loved one.

Members are also invited and
encouraged to accompany Rev. Marty
on these visits.

There is NO COST and NO reservations required.
Facilitators: Rev. Stephanie Harmon, Chaplain of
Landsun Homes, and Rev. Anita Krueger, RN (Retired)
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Conference Youth Gathering - January 19-21, 2019
Who Me? Yes you! Come join us for a weekend of exploring vocation, spirituality,
and community time together.
Please directly contact those listed below with your questions and to register.
Youth Gathering South - January 19-21, 2019
Sacramento Camp and Conference Center
Cloudcroft, New Mexico
Cost: $135 per person
Contacts: Deacon Laura Carson at carsonl@peacelutheranlc.org and
Pastor Diana Linden-Johnson at pastordiana.peaceelp@gmail.com

LIRS & AMMPARO Update on the Border and Caravan
Webinar Replay
Recently, representatives from Lutheran Immigration and Refugee
Service (LIRS), ELCA AMMPARO, Bishop Gonia, and other leaders
participated in a webinar to share an update on the critical situation on
the Border and the Caravan. View the webinar (you'll need to register to
view) and download the presentation to learn how we as a church are
continuing to accompany refugees, migrants, and asylum-seekers, and
how you and your ministry can get involved.

God’s Work. Our Hands. The things we do and ways YOU can help…
•

Noisy Offering Collection for ELCA WORLD HUNGER: Every week during our worship service, the
children of the congregation take a coin collection after the Gospel for Children.

•

Food Drive for Jonah’s House: Jonah's House in in need of canned goods and other non-perishable
food items. PLEASE Remember to bring your items to church the first Sunday of each month.

•

Packs for Hunger: Packs for Hunger is feeding nearly 250 Carlsbad-area children PER WEEK (even
in the SUMMER!) and they need your HELP. Please consider making a monetary or food donation.
Lists of suggested food items and a collection container are in the Narthex.

•

Sock Drive: Donations of (new) socks and undergarments for boys and girls, pre-K-12th grade can be
made throughout the year by placing them in the Packs for Hunger collection container in the Narthex.

•

Can Tabs for Ronald McDonald House: We collect aluminum soda can tabs for Ronald McDonald
House. A collection container is in the Narthex.
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ELCA Advocacy Resource: Caring for Creation

“The earth is a planet of beauty and abundance; the earth system is wonderfully intricate and incredibly complex.
But today living creatures, and the air, soil, and water that support them, face unprecedented threats. Many threats
are global; most stem directly from human activity. Our current practices may so alter the living world that it will be
unable to sustain life in the manner we know.” (1993 Social Statement, Caring for Creation)
As several reports circulate presently , Ruth Ivory-Moore, ELCA Program Director of Environment and Corporate
Social Responsibility, prepared a resource that helps us look at the U.N.'s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change special report released last month, and highlights some things we can do. As the ELCA ‘Caring for
Creation’ social statement reminds us, ‘When we face today's crisis, we do not despair. We act.’”
View and Download Resource

Three Sides Podcast - Living Lutheran
Three Sides is a monthly podcast featuring stories from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). As a church that believes God is calling us into
the world - together, Three Sides will present diverse voices from across the
ELCA. Listen ...
Read more
www.livinglutheran.org

Yoga as Prayer Women's Retreat
January 25-26, 2019

Holy Cross Retreat Center Mesilla Park NM (map)
Daily Bread Yoga retreats are a sweet time away of conversation,
quiet, and reflection. The physical practice of yoga is actually called
“asana”, which means seat for prayer. It was created as a preparation
for prayer and meditation. I describe what happens in a yoga class as
focusing on the body, to quiet the mind, and rest the spirit. That’s it.
It’s about being present in mind-body-spirit, and for most of us it takes
doing something with our body to quiet the busy mind. During the
retreat we will practice a gentle yoga (asana) that is beginner friendly
and adaptable for those who need it more/less challenging. We will
also learn about the bigger practice of yoga; the concepts &
philosophies that make it a deep spiritual practice to enrich your faith,
no matter where you are on the way.
Sponsored by Peace Lutheran Church, El Paso. More info here, to register go here
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Stewardship of time
O God, teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.-Psalm 90:12
What does it mean to count our days? Certainly, the poet who wrote Psalm 90:12 was thinking of more than
arithmetic, which may not necessarily gain us a wise heart. Wisdom comes from perspective, from painful
introspection and prayerful deliberation.
We count in order to know not only how many days we have lived, but to ponder how many days we might have
left. Counting, we remember that we are finite creatures whose lives march forward in steady 24-hour steps,
carrying us from birth to death. Knowing, then, that our days are numbered, we appreciate each one more fully.
We count our days to gain the wisdom that every day is sacred; every day presents opportunities to live more
fully in relationship with God and our neighbors; every day is for love and joy and peace and fulfillment. Yet it’s all
to easy to let the days slip away.
This month consider a focus on stewardship of your time – how you spend every day God gives you. Here is a
“to do” list for making the most of every day:
•

Pray: Begin each day communicating with the creator of the universe, meditating on Scripture or a wise
Christian author. Even 10 minutes. End by praying Psalm 118:24: “This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

•

Care:Convey through word or deed how much you care about someone in your life. Call up an old friend or
relative. Invite a co-worker to lunch.

•

Help: Look for some way to assist someone. Volunteer. Hold a door open for someone entering a store
behind you. Stop for a pedestrian who wants to cross the street.

•

Enrich: Find something that will deepen your knowledge, understanding or appreciation of the world. Read a
poem or book. Listen to asermon podcast or educational news program.

•

Stop. That’s right, do nothing. For at least 10 minutes (use your smart phone timer) sit quietly, breathe
deeply and try to clear the busy thoughts form your mind. Open your spirit to God’s presence.

•

Be healthy: Do something to increase your physical health, such as eating a nutritious meal or taking a walk.

•

Pray: End every day thanking the creator of the universe for another wonderful day. A day you have counted
and that you have made count.

Focus on stewardship of time and see how your own life will change. Make it a permanent part of your
discipleship.

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the
bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.
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1302 West Pierce Street • Carlsbad NM 88220
Email: stpeter@splcnm.com

Sun

Mon

575-887-3033

www.splcnm.com

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

Sat
4

6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide Training

6

7
5:30-7:00 pm:
Cub Scout Pack
Mtg.

9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study

8

9

10

5:15 pm: Christian
Education Mtg.

5:30 pm: Worship
& Music Mtg.

11:00 am: Jonah’s
House Board Mtg.

9:00 am12:00 pm:
Tax Aide
Training

11

12
9:00 am12:00 pm:
Tax Aide
Training

6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide Training

6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Help Training

10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion

5

11:45 am: January
Birthdays Reception
*First Sunday
Food Drive for
Jonah’s House
11:45 am: Fellowship
2:00-4:00 pm: Cub Scouts

13

14

15

16

5:00 pm: CTHHS
Inc. Board Mtg.

Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion

18

6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide Training

9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class

17

9:00 am12:00 pm:
Tax Aide
Training

6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide Training

11:45 am: Fellowship

19

12:00 pm: Cong.
Council Mtg.
2:00-5:00 pm: Cub Scouts

20

21

22

23

5:30-7:00 pm:
Cub Scout Pack
Mtg.

9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion

24
6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide Training

6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide Training

11:45 am: Fellowship
2:00-5:00 pm: Cub Scouts
Candlelight Service

27
9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion
11:45 am: Fellowship
2:00-5:00 pm: Cub Scouts

28
6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide Training

29

30

31
6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide Training

25

26
9:00 am12:00 pm:
Tax Aide
Training

The Contact
St. Peter Lutheran Church
1302 West Pierce Street
Carlsbad NM 88220

Sunday Schedule
~ Winter ~
9:00 am: Sunday School

Confirmation Class
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship with
Holy Communion
11:45 am: Fellowship

