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The CONTACT

Laura Dhenin

ANNIVERSARIES:

Carolyn Olson

12-2

Paul & Toni Thompson

12-30-75

Linda Servold

12-2

Dean & Linda DeSelms

12-31-99

Lloyd Black

12-8

Vera Bierle

12-16

Kensley James

12-17

Bill Grinstead

12-26

Kate Hanson

12-31

If we have inadvertently
omitted anyone, please contact
Laura Dhenin in the church
office.
Thank you!
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Mark Your Calendars!

Dates to Remember:

Friday, November 30:
6:00 pm: Ministry Appreciation Dinner
Saturday, December 1:
9:00 am: Trek for Trees
Sunday, December 2:
Food Drive for Jonah’s House
December Birthdays Reception
5:00 pm : Tree Trimming & Pizza Party
Saturday, December 8:
5:30 pm: CTHHS Benefit Enchilada Supper
7:00 pm: Flying J Wranglers Concert
Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve
9:00 am: Set-Up
7:00 pm: Carols, Communion & Candlelight

Ministry
Appreciation Dinner
Italian Potluck
Friday, November 30th
6:00 pm
Please join us as we honor our 2018
Pumpkin Patch recipients and others
we have helped throughout the year.
Bring a dish, salad or desert to
share.

All are welcome!

Sunday, December 30:
10:30 am: Lessons & Carols

Birthday Reception:
December 2 - After Worship
Join us as we honor those celebrating
birthdays this month.

Trek for Trees
Saturday, December 1st
(meet in the church parking lot at 9:00 am)

Make a Joyful Noise!
Choir Practice
Every Wednesday at 6:30 pm

New members welcome!

Join us as we journey to the Lincoln National
Forest (near Queen) to pick the perfect Christmas
tree for our sanctuary.
Weather permitting, a cookout lunch will follow.
Bring your own lunch or some to share.
If you would also like to cut your own tree, a permit
must be purchased in advance from the U.S.
Forestry Dept., (off National Parks Hwy &
Commerce Dr. - near the airport)
It’s always an adventure and

All Are Welcome!
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Christmas Tree Trimming & Pizza Party
Sunday, December 2nd
5:00 pm.
Come help us decorate our
Christmas Tree and Sanctuary.
We will take up a collection and order pizza for
dinner.

Join us for family, food, fun and
fellowship.

SHIP Shelter:
Carlsbad Transitional Housing & Homeless Shelter
Inc. will once again coordinate the SHIP Shelter
(December-February), providing overnight
accommodations for the homeless in Carlsbad on
cold nights or other nights of inclement weather.
This year they will work side by side with the
Community of Hope Center (Tent City). Community of
Hope Center will be the hosts for the entire season
CTHHS and Community of Hope are asking for help
from congregations throughout Carlsbad to commit to
providing meals on an assigned day (on on a weekly
or monthly rotation). They are also looking for
volunteers to serve as overnight supervisors.
If you have any questions, please contact CTHHS at
575-200-3095 or cthhs1999@gmail.com

Your Help Needed for Cristo Rey!
Our mission-partner
congregation, Iglesia Luterana
Cristo Rey in El Paso, TX –
has once again been called
upon to provide hospitality to
refugees. Cristo Rey is asking
for help in the form of towels,
blankets and toiletries. A
collection basket is in the
Narthex.
Please consider making a donation!

Flying J Wranglers
Benefit Concert &
Enchilada Dinner:
Saturday, December 8th
Dinner at 5:30 pm. Concert at 7:00 pm.
Carlsbad High School Little Theater
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS THE WESTERN
WAY! Join the Flying J Wranglers for an evening
of great music, humor and yuletide cheer as they
sing and play a mix of western, spiritual and
popular Christmas classics.
Dinner - $10.00, Concert - $20.00, or Dinner and
Concert - $25.00.
Tickets can be purchased at 575-200-3095.
ALL proceeds to benefit Carlsbad Transitional
Housing & Homeless Shelter, Inc.
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Christmas Eve Set Up
Saturday, December 24, 9:00 am
Come help as we prepare the sanctuary for our
Christmas Eve Candlelight service.

Christmas Eve
Carols, Communion &
Candlelight
Saturday, December 24th
7:00 pm

Lessons, Carols and Communion
Sunday, December 30th
10:30 am

God’s Work. Our Hands. The things we do and ways YOU can help…
•

Noisy Offering Collection for ELCA WORLD HUNGER: Every week during our worship service, the
children of the congregation take a coin collection after the Gospel for Children.

•

Food Drive for Jonah’s House: Jonah's House in in need of canned goods and other non-perishable
food items. PLEASE Remember to bring your items to church the first Sunday of each month.

•

Packs for Hunger: Packs for Hunger is feeding nearly 250 Carlsbad-area children PER WEEK (even
in the SUMMER!) and they need your HELP. Please consider making a monetary or food donation.
Lists of suggested food items and a collection container are in the Narthex.

•

Sock Drive: Donations of (new) socks and undergarments for boys and girls, pre-K-12th grade can be
made throughout the year by placing them in the Packs for Hunger collection container in the Narthex.

•

Can Tabs for Ronald McDonald House: We collect aluminum soda can tabs for Ronald McDonald
House. A collection container is in the Narthex.
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Need Help with Your Christmas Gift Shopping?
Consider a gift from the ELCA Good Gifts Catalog.
(Available on-line or in the Narthex).
As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA), we believe that God is calling us into
the world – together. And with generous, loving hands,
we can make a difference.
ELCA Good Gifts go beyond your regular
congregational offering to support the ministries of the
ELCA that mean the most to you and your loved ones.
Together, we can do more than we ever could alone, making a huge collective impact on the needs of our
church and the world.

Who, Me?
Youth Gathering South
Saturday, January 19th - Monday, January 21st
Come spend the weekend in beautiful Cloudcroft, NM at Sacramento Camp and Conference
Center, as we explore who God created you to be as a beloved child, gifted and
unique! Together, we will explore the topics of spiritual gifts and vocation as well as what it
means to live out ones faith every day, both personally and in community. There will also be
plenty of time to explore the outdoors, build community with new and old friends, and
worship together.

• Youth in 6th-12th grades from North New Mexico and Border Conferences
• Adult Leaders (at least 1 per congregation or 1 for every 5-6 youth)
•
•
•
•

$135 per person (adults and youth)

Materials used will come from RMS Youth Gathering Planning Team
Each room has 1-3 bunk beds (2-6 people per room) and a bathroom
To register, you will need names, grades, and gender for youth. Adults will need name,
gender and email address (1 registration per congregation)

• After you register, you will receive an email (within 5 days) with forms that will need to
be completed and brought to the Youth Gathering.

• Registration is open until December 21st
REGISTER HERE
Details are still being worked out for this gathering that now includes both conferences. If
you have any questions or are interested in helping with planning and leading, please contact
me!! At this point, Pastor Diana Linden-Johnson and I have been taking the lead, but will
need more participation in the coming months.
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Border Perspectives from Bishop Gonia
There has been a great deal in the news these days about migrants,
asylum seekers and caravans of people from Central America who have
made their way to the Mexico-US border. I am writing to share with you
some personal experience and observations.
Two weeks ago, RMS Vice President, Earline Bohling and I traveled to El
Paso to see first-hand some of the realities related to the current migration
situation. We were joined by Pastor Matt Barnhouse (Director for
Evangelical Mission) as Pastor Rose Mary Sanchez-Guzman (Iglesia
Luterana Cristo Rey) provided an opportunity for us to visit places where
asylum seekers were being sheltered.We were able to personally thank
volunteers at Cristo Rey who have given of their time and energy to host refugees. We also joined the Region Two first
call deacons and pastors in their orientation to the Border at a meeting with Ruben Garcia from Annunciation House.
Here are some of our reflections and learnings:
This is not new. Groups coming to the border in caravans and in waves dates back decades. The current wave has
been occurring for about a year. In El Paso alone, around 2,000 asylum seekers arrived in one week’s time. The greatest
need is temporary shelter and logistic support for these women, men and children before they travel to stay with family
members across the country while awaiting their hearing.
Read more about the Border and how you can engage

Report on Family Separation and Response
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services and US Catholic Conference of Catholic
Bishops/Migration & Refugee Services have share a report with background and
learnings around the Zero Separation Policy and their work in reuniting families:
Serving Separated and Reunited Families: Lessons Learned and the Way Forward
to Promote Family Unity
You are invited to read and share this report as we move forward together as Christ's
Church to support and accompany migrants, refugees, and aslyum-seekers.

St. Matthew, Aurora: Leaving a Legacy
After 69 years of ministry in Aurora, Colorado, the people of St. Matthew Lutheran Church voted for Holy Closure,
with thanksgiving to God and in gratitude to the saints who have gone before. Bishop Jim
Gonia and Pastor Marcel Narucki will giving thanks for this ministry at the Liturgy of Holy
Closure on Saturday, December 1, at 2:30 p.m.
The congregation was founded in 1949 as a congregation of the American Lutheran
Church. Ministry will continue on the site through the Village Exchange Center, which
began as a concept in early 2016 when the people of St. Matthew Lutheran Church
considered ways to be responsive to and serve its neighborhood, Aurora, and the wider
community.
The city of Aurora is among an increasing number of cities across the U.S. grappling with
realities of integration with multiple cultures and communities of immigrants and refugees. Following the donation
of the building and grounds to Village Exchange in May 2017, the center was launched to leave a legacy for the
faith community of St. Matthew and to build a bridge with and between the surrounding neighborhoods. Three
worshiping communities will continue to meet at the St. Matthew building site.
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Christmas 1942
By Matt Miles
It was Christmas Eve 1942. I was fifteen years old and feeling like the
world had caved in on me because there just hadn't been enough
money to buy me the rifle that I'd wanted for Christmas.
We did the chores early that night for some reason. I just figured Daddy wanted a little extra time so we could read in the Bible. After supper was over I took my boots off and stretched out in front of the fireplace and waited for Daddy to get down the old Bible.
I was still feeling sorry for myself and, to be honest, I wasn't in much
of a mood to read Scriptures. But Daddy didn't get the Bible instead
he bundled up again and went outside. I couldn't figure it out because we had already done all the chores. I didn't worry about it long
though I was too busy wallowing in self-pity.
Soon he came back in. It was a cold clear night out and there was ice in his beard. "Come on, Matt," he said. "Bundle up good, it's
cold out tonight." I was really upset then. Not only wasn't I getting the rifle for Christmas, now he was dragging me out in the cold, and
for no earthly reason that I could see. We'd already done all the chores, and I couldn't think of anything else that needed doing, especially not on a night like this. But I knew he was not very patient at one dragging one's feet when he'd told them to do something, so I
got up and put my boots back on and got my coat. Mommy gave me a mysterious smile as I opened the door to leave the house.
Something was up, but I didn't know what..
Outside, I became even more dismayed. There in front of the house was the work team, already hitched to the big sled. Whatever it
was we were going to do wasn't going to be a short, quick, little job. I could tell. We never hitched up this sled unless we were going to
haul a big load. Daddy was already up on the seat, reins in hand. I reluctantly climbed up beside him. The cold was already biting at
me. I wasn't happy. When I was on, Daddy pulled the sled around the house and stopped in front of the woodshed. He got off and I
followed.
"I think we'll put on the high sideboards," he said. "Here, help me." The high sideboards! It had been a bigger job than I wanted to do
with just the low sideboards on, but whatever it was we were going to do would be a lot bigger with the high side boards on.
Then Daddy went into the woodshed and came out with an armload of wood - the wood I'd spent all summer hauling down from the
mountain, and then all Fall sawing into blocks and splitting. What was he doing? Finally I said something. I asked, "what are you doing?" You been by the Widow Jensen's lately?" he asked. Mrs. Jensen lived about two miles down the road. Her husband had died a
year or so before and left her with three children, the oldest being eight. Sure, I'd been by, but so what?
Yeah," I said, "Why?"
"I rode by just today," he said. "Little Jakey was out digging around in the woodpile trying to find a few chips. They're out of wood,
Matt." That was all he said and then he turned and went back into the woodshed for another armload of wood. I followed him. W e
loaded the sled so high that I began to wonder if the horses would be able to pull it. Finally, he called a halt to our loading then we
went to the smoke house and he took down a big ham and a side of bacon. He handed them to me and told me to put them in the sled
and wait. When he returned he was carrying a sack of flour over his right shoulder and a smaller sack of something in his left hand.
"What's in the little sack?" I asked. Shoes, they're out of shoes. Little Jakey just had gunny sacks wrapped around his feet when he
was out in the woodpile this morning. I got the children a little candy too. It just wouldn't be Christmas without a little candy."
We rode the two miles to Mrs. Jensen's pretty much in silence. I tried to think through what Daddy was doing. We didn't have much by
worldly standards. Of course, we did have a big woodpile, though most of what was left now was still in the form of logs that I would
have to saw into blocks and split before we could use it. We also had meat and flour, so we could spare that, but I knew we didn't
have any money, so why was he buying them shoes and candy? Really, why was he doing any of this? Widow Jensen had closer
neighbors than us; it shouldn't have been our concern.
We came in from the blind side of the Jensen house and unloaded the wood as quietly as possible then we took the meat and flour
and shoes to the door. We knocked. The door opened a crack and a timid voice said, "Who is it?" "Lucas Miles, Ma'am, and my son,
Matt, could we come in for a bit?"
Mrs. Jensen opened the door and let us in. She had a blanket wrapped around her shoulders. The children were wrapped in another
and were sitting in front of the fireplace by a very small fire that hardly gave off any heat at all. Mrs. Jensen fumbled with a match and
finally lit the lamp.
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"We brought you a few things, Ma'am," Daddy said and set down the sack of flour. I put the meat on the table. Then he handed her the
sack that had the shoes in it. She opened it hesitantly and took the shoes out one pair at a time. There was a pair for her and one for
each of the children - sturdy shoes, the best, shoes that would last. I watched her carefully. She bit her lower lip to keep it from trembling and then tears filled her eyes and started running down her cheeks. She looked up at my Daddy like she wanted to say something, but it wouldn't come out.
"We brought a load of wood too, Ma'am," he said. Then turned to me and said, "Matt, go bring in enough to last awhile. Let's get that
fire up to size and heat this place up." I wasn't the same person when I went back out to bring in the wood. I had a big lump in my
throat and as much as I hate to admit it, there were tears in my eyes too. In my mind I kept seeing those three kids huddled around the
fireplace and their mother standing there with tears running down her cheeks with so much gratitude in her heart that she couldn't
speak.
My heart swelled within me and a joy that I'd never known before filled my soul. I had given at Christmas many times before, but never
when it had made so much difference. I could see we were literally saving the lives of these people.
I soon had the fire blazing and everyone's spirits soared. The kids started giggling when Daddy handed them each a piece of candy
and Mrs. Jensen looked on with a smile that probably hadn't crossed her face for a long time. She finally turned to us. "God bless
you," she said. "I know the Lord has sent you. The children and I have been praying that he would send one of his angels to spare us."
In spite of myself, the lump returned to my throat and the tears welled up in my eyes again. I'd never thought of my Daddy in those
exact terms before, but after Widow Jensen mentioned it I could see that it was probably true. I was sure that a better man than Daddy
had never walked the earth. I started remembering all the times he had gone out of his way for Mommy and me, and many others. The
list seemed endless as I thought on it.
Daddy insisted that everyone try on the shoes before we left. I was amazed when they all fit and I wondered how he had known what
sizes to get. Then I guessed that if he was on an errand for the Lord that the Lord would make sure he got the right sizes.
Tears were running down Widow Jensen's face again when we stood up to leave. My Daddy took each of the kids in his big arms and
gave them a hug. They clung to him and didn't want us to go. I could see that they missed their Daddy and I was glad that I still had
mine.
At the door he turned to Widow Jensen and said, "The Mrs. wanted me to invite you and the children over for Christmas dinner tomorrow. The turkey will be more than the three of us can eat, and a man can get cantankerous if he has to eat turkey for too many meals.
We'll be by to get you about eleven. It'll be nice to have some little ones around again. Matt, here, hasn't been little for quite a spell." I
was the youngest. My two brothers and two sisters had all married and had moved away.
Mrs. Jensen nodded and said, "Thank you, Brother Miles. I don't have to say, May the Lord bless you, I know for certain that He will."
Out on the sled I felt a warmth that came from deep within and I didn't even notice the cold. When we had gone a ways, Daddy turned
to me and said, "Matt, I want you to know something. Your Mother and me have been tucking a little money away here and there all
year so we could buy that rifle for you, but we didn't have quite enough.
Then yesterday a man who owed me a little money from years back came by to make things square. Your Mom and me were real
excited, thinking that now we could get you that rifle, and I started into town this morning to do just that, but on the way I saw little
Jakey out scratching in the woodpile with his feet wrapped in those gunny sacks and I knew what I had to do. Son, I spent the money
for shoes and a little candy for those children. I hope you understand."
I understood, and my eyes became wet with tears again. I understood very well, and I was so glad Daddy had done it. Now the rifle
seemed very low on my list of priorities. He had given me a lot more. He had given me the look on Mrs. Jensen's face and the radiant
smiles of her three children. For the rest of my life, Whenever I saw any of the Jensen’s, or split a block of wood, I remembered, and
remembering brought back that same joy I felt riding home beside of my Daddy that night. He had given me much more than a rifle
that night, he had given me the best Christmas of my life...

Page 9

Stewardship for Advent and Christmas
Many of us cherish everything about the Christmas season -- except those incessant advertisements telling
us to buy this and by that. We ask, “Where’s Jesus in all this commercialism?”

This is the right question. Though it asks us to examine every aspect of our lives, stewardship particularly
challenges us to question the role money plays in our personal lives and our culture.
Christmas presents are wonderful expressions of love that makes both giver and recipient feel good. At
the same time, we want to be wary of advertising’s lure to make us overspend, or to think that the cost of
our gift is proportionate to our love.
Most of all, we need to be sure that the main point of our Christmas is not the gifts we give, but the gift we
receive from God – Jesus. Here are some ideas:
•

Challenge yourself to spend less for presents this year. Set a budget and stick to it.

•

Attend worship regularly in Advent and Christmas.

•

Give some handmade presents: A scarf or hat, a photo album, a batch of fudge, a card, a poem.

•

Prayerfully read Advent daily devotions (Richard Rohr’s Preparing for Christmas is amazing!).

•

Give your time: a concert together, a shared meal, a day at a museum, a walk in the woods

•

Use an Advent calendar to help you remember all that God has given you.

•

Give service: wash a loved one’s car, help clean the garage, paint a room, babysit for an evening.

•

Play Christmas music that has religious themes (More “Silent Night,” less “Frosty the Snowman.”)

•

Instead of buying a present, make a donation to a charitable organization in honor of your loved one (or
check out ELCA Good Gifts!).

•

Make a generous year-end contribution to your congregation.

Our thoughtful practices for Advent and Christmas not only make for good stewardship of our time, talents,
relationships and money, they also help us to draw near to Our Lord and experience God’s greatest gift to
us.

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the
bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.
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1302 West Pierce Street • Carlsbad NM 88220
Email: stpeter@splcnm.com

Sun

Mon

575-887-3033

www.splcnm.com

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
9:00 am
Trek for Trees

2

3
5:30-7:30 pm:
Cub Scouts Pack
Mtg.

9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion

4
5:15 pm: Faith
Formation Mtg.

5
6:30 pm: Choir
Practice

6

7

.

8
5:30 pm
Flying J
Wranglers
Benefit Concert
and
Enchilada
Supper

11:45 am: December
Birthdays Cake Reception
*Food Drive for Jonah’s
House
2:00-4:00 pm: Cub Scouts
5:00 pm: Tree Trimming

9

10

11

5:00 pm: CTHHS
Board Mtg.

9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study

12
5:30 pm: Worship
& Music Mtg.
6:30 pm: Choir
Practice

10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

11:00 am:
Jonah’s House
Board Mtg

11:45 am: Fellowship
12:00 pm: Cong. Council Mtg
2:00-4:00 pm: Cub Scouts

16

17

18

5:30-7:30 pm:
Cub Scouts Pack
Mtg.

9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study

19
6:30 pm: Choir
Practice

10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion
11:45 am: Fellowship
2:00-4:00 pm: Cub Scouts

23

24
9:00 am: Set-Up

9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study

7:00 pm: Carols,
Communion &
Candlelight

10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion
11:45 am: Fellowship
2:00-4:00 pm: Cub Scouts

30
10:30 am: Lessons & Carols

31

25

26

The Contact
St. Peter Lutheran Church
1302 West Pierce Street
Carlsbad NM 88220

Sunday Schedule
~ Winter ~
9:00 am: Sunday School

Confirmation Class
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship with
Holy Communion
11:45 am: Fellowship

