
BIRTHDAYS:   

Katherine Gunning 8-6 

Craig Hutchison 8-12 

Wylie Harper  8-17 

Kaleigh James 8-24 

Mason Dhenin 8-26 

Sean McAlister 8-27 

Hank Howard  8-29 

    

PASTOR: 
Rev. Marty Singleterry 
575-200-6206 
martys15@live.com 
 
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL: 
 

Carolyn Olson, President 
(575) 887-3343 
cole@bajabb.com 
 
LaVelta Jenkins, Vice President 
(575)636-4751 
imrightw@gmail.com 
 
Chris McCraw , Secretary 
(575) 885-8512 
 
Susan Knight, Treasurer 
(575)302-9399 
struttmom1@yahoo.com 
 
Dianna Hutchison, Financial Secretary 
(575) 361-3979 
cdhutch@bajabb.com 
 
Gib Tafoya 
(575) 200-1199 
gibval@bajabb.com 
 
Linda Servold 
(575)361-7310 
lindaservold@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
MINISTRY TEAMS: 
* = Council Liaison 

Bold = Chairperson 

 
  

Christian Education 
Cindy Anderson 

Laura Dhenin 
Diana Hutchison 
Chris McCraw *    
Jean Vinka 
   

Finance & Stewardship                                     
Dianna Hutchison 
LaVelta Jenkins  
Susan Knight*           
Paul Thompson          

            

Property                                                           
Carolyn Olson         
Paul Thompson 
   

Service, Unity & Witness 
Dianna Hutchison* 
Jean Vinka 
 

Worship & Music 
Kay Gunning 
Dawn Hanson 
Carolyn Olson* 
Linda Servold 
Toni Thompson 

   
 
    
STAFF: 
    

Choir Director:                    Linda Servold 

Organist and Keyboard:    Linda Servold                                          

Assistant Musicians:         Carolyn Olson 
                                              Jill Thompson 

Office Secretary                  Laura Dhenin 

Website Editor                    Laura Dhenin 

The CONTACT                    Laura Dhenin 

Saint Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church  

   
August, 2018.  Volume 57  #8 

If we have inadvertently  
omitted anyone, please contact 
Laura Dhenin in the church 

office.  
Thank you!  

God-speed Jan & Jerry! You will be missed! 

ANNIVERSARIES:   

Jack & Whitney Stiles 8-5-16 

Serge & Paula Sisler  8-7-58 

Bill & Jenny Grinstead 8-13-77 

Sam & Cindy Meeks  8-25-95 
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    Mark Your Calendars! 
       Dates to Remember: 
     
 

 Sunday, August 5: 

  Blessing of Backpacks 

  Food Drive for Jonahôs House 

  August Birthdays Cake Reception 
 

 Sunday, September 2 

  Food Drive for Jonahôs House 

  September Birthdays Cake Reception 

 

 Sunday, September 9: Rally Sunday 

  Blessing & Presentation of Bibles 

  Blessing of Confirmands 

  Blessing of Sunday School Teachers 

 

 Sunday, September 16: 

  ALL Sunday Classes Resume 

 

 Saturday, September 22: 

  Blessing of the Animals  

Birthday Reception:  

August 5  - After Worship 

Join us as we honor those celebrating 

birthdays this month. 

Blessing of the Backpacks:  
Sunday, August 5 

Join us during our 10:30 am worship as 

we bless backpacks and the children 

who carry them, as well as teachers and 

school workers returning to the classroom. 

Children are encouraged to bring their backpacks to 

church with them on this Sunday. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Rally Sunday  
September 9 

All the FUN begins at 9:00 am 

Join us as we celebrate the start of our Sunday School 

program year AND the return of our Adult Bible Study. 

Our 10:30 am worship will include the blessing and 

presentation of Bibles, Blessing of our Confirmands and 

the Commissioning of our Sunday School teachers. 

Childrenôs Back-to-School Mission Project:  

Lutheran World Relief School Kits 

Imagine having to choose between a meal or purchasing a notebook. The Lutheran World 
Relief School Kits are sent to places around the world, where even a few required school 
supplies may be more than a family can afford! Over the next few weeks, we ask that all our 
members help us fill backpacks of school supplies for Lutheran World Relief School Kits.  

Items needed for each kit include: 

 1 ï Drawstring Backpack (14òx17ò) 4 ï Spiral Notebooks  1 -  Wooden Ruler 
 1 ï Pencil Sharpener   1 ï pair of Scissors  5 ï Ball-point Pens 
 5 ï Pencils    1 ï Eraser   1 ï box of colored Markers  

*Please do not give any items not on the list, and no items with country emblems, flags, military insignia or 
camouflage, religious symbols or messages. Understand that these items will be sent to countries that may be 
hostile or are under threat.   

On Rally Sunday, September 9 our children will assemble the School Kits and help pack our 
box of items to be shipped. St. Peter will receive a tracking number from Lutheran World 
Relief so we can track our School Kits as they are distributed and reach children in need all 
around the world! 



Godõs Work. Our Hands . The things we do and ways YOU can helpé 

¶ Noisy Offering Collection for ELCA WORLD HUNGER: Every week during our worship service, the 
children of the congregation take a coin collection after the Gospel for Children. 

¶ Food Drive for Jonahôs House: Jonah's House in in need of canned goods and other non-perishable 

food items. PLEASE Remember to bring your items to church the first Sunday of each month. 

¶ Packs for Hunger: Packs for Hunger is feeding OVER 200 Carlsbad-area children PER WEEK (even 

in the SUMMER!) and they need your HELP.  Please consider making a monetary or food donation.  

Lists of suggested food items and a collection container are in the Narthex. 

¶ Sock Drive: Donations of (new) socks and undergarments for boys and girls, pre-K-12th grade can be 

made throughout the year by placing them in the Packs for Hunger collection container in the Narthex.  

¶ Can Tabs for Ronald McDonald House: We collect aluminum soda can tabs for Ronald McDonald 
House. A collection container is in the Narthex. 
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Church Together at the Border: Supporting Refugee Families  

The last two weeks in July will include a large-scale reunification of parents & 
children separated under the Zero Tolerance policy. The objective is to reunify 
1,500 children in the next 2 weeks. All of the reunified families will be released to 
4 NGOs: Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest in Phoenix, Catholic Chari-
ties in San Antonio, Sacred Heart in McAllen, and Annunciation House in El 
Paso. 

Annunciation House, the primary hospitality center in the El Paso/Las Cruces 
area, will receive 400 ï 500 reunified families each week, in addition to the 400 ï 
500 families they welcome weekly. Peace Lutheran Church in Las Cruces and 
Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey in El Paso partner with Annunciation House to offer 
hospitality in their congregations. 

 

As a church with a long history of ministry among refugees and immigrants, the time is right for us to act 
as Church Better Together, assisting our ELCA congregations in their care for refugees and immigrant 
families at the border. 

The ELCA Rocky Mountain Synod is establishing a Border Emergency Fund to support the work of Cristo Rey 
and Peace as they host refugees and assist in the reunification of immigrant families. It costs $100 to provide 
hospitality to a family staying at one of our RMS congregations, as they assist them getting to their sponsor.ò Our 
goal is to raise $10,000 for immediate needs.  

Give to the Border Emergency Fund HERE (bottom right corner of the RMS Webstie)  

For more information on the specific ministries of these congregations, visit: 

Peace Lutheran Church 

Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey 

 
Share this info using this link to Bishop Gonia's blog.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cx6ikPHGggT3ksQ6TQu2N4_gQznV2fLG9EN8TY3CuebWh6obYbw4Q6fSTa07Yyb28w0dDSV29cnw3iVzeYAg1uHHjUn424PWSanBQ5hZT0sePqVxb29TONSYood3q-TMCqZiM6JRyDSCvlJZfaBnTw==&c=p6BoaYAbcmGrpR7cw6AXKgQZPifgAaQ08zVxPUdiaVF2EHprzGTGPA==&ch=gOCPNGa_eZaMB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cx6ikPHGggT3ksQ6TQu2N4_gQznV2fLG9EN8TY3CuebWh6obYbw4Q__JZCwueaMVZG4HnsiGIpRqZwI0tfT2FW35rYYDyrULLyO_CCKFrCqI1cRCDXV6fpjTwY1YnR7jT6c41nrYUcihSz_iMeorTsv6-L06gANZs40T2wsfvIl90Kf9hbv0N-22urj3hwnR&c=p6BoaYAbcmGrpR7cw6AXKgQZPifgAaQ08
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cx6ikPHGggT3ksQ6TQu2N4_gQznV2fLG9EN8TY3CuebWh6obYbw4Q__JZCwueaMV0nKsRTj9rQBh_KQvMxCS_z9iIzswNiUCr8wbbZjuaTzRX7961k949FGXSqSPp_tBIW8zsPPKC5yl4vAFVpFgW6gIKjr6iUAwAj_MvHYsP-JcoSiKZGEmgE2uNGq10YJjz2sQo-BiNfPN3oCWVCg24iaatjTRfx6vBw0N
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cx6ikPHGggT3ksQ6TQu2N4_gQznV2fLG9EN8TY3CuebWh6obYbw4Q__JZCwueaMV-FCqLqahm0IRs04bh04A7yf8r2OUpiq6-BBjKk1wkkdop7u1v0x465dmQvkwbDeI8jcw2JW-cVSGPQpAWC28JDzd-xJID7A3pHX1cPlT8v7LabBhlECXTGvmpitX8qEVghkmJEYc10YPRqsUhttWVEb3QLF056NG&c=p
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Crossing the Line: An Inside Look at Family Separation  
A toolkit from LIRS 

Last week, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) hosted the 
webinar Crossing the Line: An Inside Look at the Family Separation Crisis, 
during which a group of organizations answered questions about family separation 
and the emotional and physical impact it has on youth and families.  

View the webinar here.  

A summary of the webinar is posted on Bishop Gonia's blog.  

Take action with support from this toolkit from LIRS.  

 

The situation of migrant children and families on our southern border is complex and changing rapidly. Please 

keep in mind that new information is coming out daily. Information posted in these links is current as of the day 

published.  

Hearing for the draft social statement "Women and Justice: One in Christ" 

Wednesday, August 15, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  

A hearing on the ñWomen and Justice: One in Christò Draft 
Social Statement will be held on Zoom for anyone who cannot 
attend an in-person hearing, on Wednesday, August 15 from 6:30-
8:00 p.m. You will need a computer with a camera, microphone 
and speakers to fully participate. You can join the hearing from a 
PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android by going to this link: https://
zoom.us/j/203565131 Or by telephone: US: +1 669 900 6833 or +1 

646 558 8656. Please use meeting ID: 203 565 131. If you have never used Zoom, please allow time to 
download the app, or to get your system set up. 
 
You will need a copy of the social statement in front of you as we will be addressing the language, intent and 

interpretation of specific sections and lines of the draft social statement. You can find the draft here: http://

www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice/Draft. Please RSVP 

to Pastor Brigette Weier at brigette@bethany-denver.org by August 14.   

The Fall Missional Gatherings are now: 
CONFERENCE BETTER TOGETHER SUMMIT  

This fall, conference "missional gatherings" throughout the Rocky Mountain synod will 
take place under a new name: CONFERENCE BETTER TOGETHER SUMMITS. Bishop 
Gonia will be present at all 11 Conference gatherings. The focus will be: Money & 
Church: For the Life of the World.  

A team of the rostered minister/s and congregational leaders from every congregation 
will meet together. Please "save the date" as noted below. The TBD dates and times will 
be finalized soon. Watch for details and registration. 

Border Conference: October 20, 20 18        Peace, Las Cruces, noon to 3:30 p.m.  

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ugq_IZhD58SKhGkFJk4GZ2M5M0ridPEoIR91M7MmsVDzo-sNfAyuCTvzKu_6IqwvUV9RKFQkf7Glto3kEIXN4ERG01LJZm8hfMk2uFXVUy23a7dkYiNCbqo2xNSJZ5zKgaj-oi0SkFk=&c=YlM9pJbJ7yms5MCqErB44Ooj_IaEei5sDb-iyPCE9qCLyxS2ihYY6g==&ch=PCshW2qjJw6YiptGdDh-Slq2O
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ugq_IZhD58SKhGkFJk4GZ2M5M0ridPEoIR91M7MmsVDzo-sNfAyuCTvzKu_6IqwvYhebH4-kqrjggf9YoO49_70rb1GOhBaj6TJ3GzOzLDsvc_1Xu3XQMyQRXGFcpKj-3lDnjWkL_D09lr7nEyaEf1sp1DTw_RPt0OwpdCst9Z9dPZb7pGNlzVrAvgBbCqVS5aWCziR_CqU=&c=YlM9pJbJ7yms5MCqErB44
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ugq_IZhD58SKhGkFJk4GZ2M5M0ridPEoIR91M7MmsVDzo-sNfAyuCTvzKu_6IqwvVmbCcXoWnyxX9R8lwafN7pW6_sNzrmWh8z1aYLxTw_giAn0aP8x-XtFcqfjAXRSmwBMMcgbUqpgYOzCTowt8JgE9cID1SkARoOvbwURZ0rFYt28kDbZ5jEsF1Nq-ApjHwF2LjzNyQXQFFvwdkEc8SdWaUbKJ-50TFqB2
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ugq_IZhD58SKhGkFJk4GZ2M5M0ridPEoIR91M7MmsVDzo-sNfAyuCTvzKu_6IqwvifTKRsJPnKwTi-MrvmHP6NqXtblGPDyW5b2JMEgMp0LZyTG2_sUcF4NK6ptEiAUVdxXuHT-UI5GdWl6zugxW0v5o56xscq3IHaEwjt7gmkY7hWdmbCF4Odf7qbhxjW320O9rajZrAaoKyQOW_MrqcJIiuMs7GqPk&c=Y
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cx6ikPHGggT3ksQ6TQu2N4_gQznV2fLG9EN8TY3CuebWh6obYbw4Q__JZCwueaMV7iaiB55oZIyLCFOOmjvsIEjCZfY2YCRTvNgOiOGwLT1UQoWFyAmK0glLdjDq90n4nZnXz7tGqCYGQJvvcPUZqQ==&c=p6BoaYAbcmGrpR7cw6AXKgQZPifgAaQ08zVxPUdiaVF2EHprzGTGPA==&ch=gOCPNGa_eZaMB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cx6ikPHGggT3ksQ6TQu2N4_gQznV2fLG9EN8TY3CuebWh6obYbw4Q__JZCwueaMV7iaiB55oZIyLCFOOmjvsIEjCZfY2YCRTvNgOiOGwLT1UQoWFyAmK0glLdjDq90n4nZnXz7tGqCYGQJvvcPUZqQ==&c=p6BoaYAbcmGrpR7cw6AXKgQZPifgAaQ08zVxPUdiaVF2EHprzGTGPA==&ch=gOCPNGa_eZaMB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cx6ikPHGggT3ksQ6TQu2N4_gQznV2fLG9EN8TY3CuebWh6obYbw4QwrLlh1LOufh8v2N_3cqH8Yh_3aGcTPMozT0-93UwlrvAE84QLTUYaQoZzK7CGPgscDWDGLNRbVeUk1WEOV4VK9DeFnQ1wk3hNPWRctJHPAQYDxPHAdmr24H_X_2BBeSsYUF4wZrrFuEVOFqvtsc8nEN1T7suxpz1FHjGERg4umb28Ze
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cx6ikPHGggT3ksQ6TQu2N4_gQznV2fLG9EN8TY3CuebWh6obYbw4QwrLlh1LOufh8v2N_3cqH8Yh_3aGcTPMozT0-93UwlrvAE84QLTUYaQoZzK7CGPgscDWDGLNRbVeUk1WEOV4VK9DeFnQ1wk3hNPWRctJHPAQYDxPHAdmr24H_X_2BBeSsYUF4wZrrFuEVOFqvtsc8nEN1T7suxpz1FHjGERg4umb28Ze
mailto:brigette@bethany-denver.org
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Synod Assembly videos are now available  

Here are links to selected presentations from the Synod Assembly, which are also available here along with other 
Assembly resources.  

¶ Tink Tinker's Opening Reflections 

¶ Bishop Jim Gonia's Report 
¶ Friday Morning Prayer - Shepherd of the Hills and Padres Levavot 
 
Cynthia Moe-Lobeda 

¶ Keynote 1 - For the Life of the World:God's Gifts of Justice- Seeking Neighbor Love  

¶ Keynote 2 - For the Life of the World: Oh No! Controversy will Divide the Church!  

¶ Keynote 3 - For the Life of the World: Reflecting on the Doctrine of Discovery  

¶ Keynote 4 - For the Life of the World: Roots of Hope and Moral-Spiritual Power  

Youth Gathering Synod Day Sermon  

On Saturday, June 30, RMS participants at the ELCA Youth 
Gathering joined together for Synod Day. Led by our youth 
leaders, we joined together for conversation, worship, and play. 
With great joy I shared my reflections on the story of the day, The 
Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) 

Beloved of the Rocky Mountain Synod é 

So did you catch the hope talk in this reading we just heard? It 
wasnôt actually very positive ï in fact, it was hope disappointed. 

We had hoped ... thatôs what Cleopas and his friend told the 
stranger as they were walking along the road to Emmaus: we had 
hoped é  

Read Bishop Gonia's full sermon  

Germany 2020: Study Tour and Oberammergau Passion Play  

Pastor Jared from Peace Lutheran Church, Las Cruces is organizing a 

study tour to Germany in June 2020. This trip will include the Oberammer-

gau Passion Play, which occurs every 10 years, because of its popularity 

we are asking people to reserve their spot for the study tour now. The bulk 

of the tour will highlight Lutheran Reformation sites. Donôt miss this chance 

to dive into reformation history first hand! If you are interested in the trip, 

brochures and more information is available online: http://

peacelutheranlc.com/germany-2020-study-tour/ . Or contact Pr. Jared at 

carsonj@peacelutheranlc.com, 575-522-7119, ext 12.  

Study guide: For such a time as this - Living Lutheran 

Our society has made strides in gender equality over the last 50 years, but the 

#MeToo movement and the emerging struggle over LGBTQ rights have helped re-

veal just how much more work needs to be done. As Lutheran Christians, we have 

a clearé 

Read more  www.livinglutheran.org  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ugq_IZhD58SKhGkFJk4GZ2M5M0ridPEoIR91M7MmsVDzo-sNfAyuCcI_4PXk38Fz8kzpI-NK0IXfUQ5-v1iygtUbFvr8H_vIbkbYE6er1-6cFjJ2U7IoDQzgGjMdioFVOFZOcDjC-FdHPEORKxLVurV9Cx1IEWsi&c=YlM9pJbJ7yms5MCqErB44Ooj_IaEei5sDb-iyPCE9qCLyxS2ihYY6g==&ch=PCshW
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ugq_IZhD58SKhGkFJk4GZ2M5M0ridPEoIR91M7MmsVDzo-sNfAyuCbD2Lxo82oekaCCVDDKEUWgswv_zInnsEw0oG-xOkP2q-xnmTH9Tym1zQFp5AUJYzsW_7hY6uvcjF5nWJ508VDzlNqii7UJmEg==&c=YlM9pJbJ7yms5MCqErB44Ooj_IaEei5sDb-iyPCE9qCLyxS2ihYY6g==&ch=PCshW2qjJw6Yi
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ugq_IZhD58SKhGkFJk4GZ2M5M0ridPEoIR91M7MmsVDzo-sNfAyuCbD2Lxo82oekbyp5YfQm0aiTG42HLW8-SWnTCl0_O9urket1AQLR1cjg-M-5qtQ7aHpONg6IL_KeRVnEfe433HplzqZKhfUzYA==&c=YlM9pJbJ7yms5MCqErB44Ooj_IaEei5sDb-iyPCE9qCLyxS2ihYY6g==&ch=PCshW2qjJw6Yi
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ugq_IZhD58SKhGkFJk4GZ2M5M0ridPEoIR91M7MmsVDzo-sNfAyuCbD2Lxo82oeklhkdZ7cP1-lW35Hrp513oZuCK71tthp9dipQgFuVgSr5Thp2HNzlNjW8xAhIYzoYhpd1nb8eaqW786Oo10vaqA==&c=YlM9pJbJ7yms5MCqErB44Ooj_IaEei5sDb-iyPCE9qCLyxS2ihYY6g==&ch=PCshW2qjJw6Yi
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ugq_IZhD58SKhGkFJk4GZ2M5M0ridPEoIR91M7MmsVDzo-sNfAyuCbD2Lxo82oek7j5uuhMKQi4KtiFttbPN_1xghiFDUFrK2iWPnLSyxyGkShLxyBxGZBdkGZ6JfGj31PKBhlZlATJ3GDBWa0dh2Q==&c=YlM9pJbJ7yms5MCqErB44Ooj_IaEei5sDb-iyPCE9qCLyxS2ihYY6g==&ch=PCshW2qjJw6Yi
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ugq_IZhD58SKhGkFJk4GZ2M5M0ridPEoIR91M7MmsVDzo-sNfAyuCbD2Lxo82oekohW3az_oZn9u1dtoljWRiS9Ys8ROd36YiPoc9bSu3_bwDiIFFZr2XHfsxilVn_SvoGlzeNCX6YZU935HkHXdhw==&c=YlM9pJbJ7yms5MCqErB44Ooj_IaEei5sDb-iyPCE9qCLyxS2ihYY6g==&ch=PCshW2qjJw6Yi
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ugq_IZhD58SKhGkFJk4GZ2M5M0ridPEoIR91M7MmsVDzo-sNfAyuCbD2Lxo82oekGvL_21a_yb_w9zRtx6EDfQ0g2fXFAfkwfnr6lmrVuQTiIckGIm5CSf8nXbm4LTHmEAJRflv53MhDZ1X3evZjIg==&c=YlM9pJbJ7yms5MCqErB44Ooj_IaEei5sDb-iyPCE9qCLyxS2ihYY6g==&ch=PCshW2qjJw6Yi
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ugq_IZhD58SKhGkFJk4GZ2M5M0ridPEoIR91M7MmsVDzo-sNfAyuCbD2Lxo82oek4Lg-vg2ehRpMslcKJrA7D0kEnLlnDGCgyktQN2MKsnC41UC4Uup_K5EmMQKwUvepYK8PO4eGqYJbaMRgdE2I9A==&c=YlM9pJbJ7yms5MCqErB44Ooj_IaEei5sDb-iyPCE9qCLyxS2ihYY6g==&ch=PCshW2qjJw6Yi
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014lrX8U0Fg_CHXwOw14GzRCOOS5ohCGHDXofBCh36pCc1sDEidLokbbmhZGtL4Ca3zGFW6tsJClJfVCBbZDoCO_Uo2ptx7OLXyrqS9lzBlb9qu3JQi-_UeM6Uj4Qt_MPyuSbMjdb3IXTTWMxZYn2_gjM9TTYM150wxFqdrI6hpnn4OMtol1dasWojQgXb6HjDA2C6nJIlO88YN4M6y8pyY2Gb4NfPgLVXd-ir
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cx6ikPHGggT3ksQ6TQu2N4_gQznV2fLG9EN8TY3CuebWh6obYbw4Q__JZCwueaMVGQ6sGjzHiyZG0XNNWtKuI_i_BSRc0VwMGDbQANQ5YyZXal2AhtperZmfbt2tq7vhtMrGT-VAElf8jFI954I7stJGY6GkdGRQ-Zszp72TwJVedyTvhoKLow==&c=p6BoaYAbcmGrpR7cw6AXKgQZPifgAaQ08zVxPUdia
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cx6ikPHGggT3ksQ6TQu2N4_gQznV2fLG9EN8TY3CuebWh6obYbw4Q__JZCwueaMVGQ6sGjzHiyZG0XNNWtKuI_i_BSRc0VwMGDbQANQ5YyZXal2AhtperZmfbt2tq7vhtMrGT-VAElf8jFI954I7stJGY6GkdGRQ-Zszp72TwJVedyTvhoKLow==&c=p6BoaYAbcmGrpR7cw6AXKgQZPifgAaQ08zVxPUdia
mailto:carsonj@peacelutheranlc.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Cx6ikPHGggT3ksQ6TQu2N4_gQznV2fLG9EN8TY3CuebWh6obYbw4Q__JZCwueaMV8o4o3AtvL6QlO67tNHDuA8gLd3mdG3HMmfmcmn7lZobrTU6FY9VSrDXqBUBl_L2e88m67JfgKEG9_2VoSACE0-KbunMzDlivj8opdXXGNq-mkSvN_QZK4yHyGiQ5mpA7uJ3B5LGU8Yr11U3lb4FaTHHboaMCL8_5&c=p
http://www.livinglutheran.org


Page 6    

Stewardship of our church 
At all times there must be and remain one holy, Christian church. It is the assembly of all 

believers among whom the gospel is purely preached and the holy sacraments are administered 

according to the gospel. - Augsburg Confession, Article VII 

 

Steward-discipleship means taking care of all that God has blessed us with. We think of our health, our 

relationships and our money, but our church? You bet! 

The church the only organization whose primary purpose is to bring people into intimate relationship with God 

and also gather them as sacred community. Without church, how would people grow in faith? How would the 

Gospel be spread to all nations, as Jesus commands in Matthew 28:19, 20? 

So what does it mean to be a good steward of our church? Here are some ideas: 

Focus: We are dedicated to Godôs Word and Sacrament as the means by which Godôs grace is poured into us 

and out to the world. Our service projects and social events may flow from this, but they are secondary. 

Community: As the Augsburg Confession (above) declares, the church is the community of Godôs people 

dedicated to Word and Sacrament. We build strong community through healthy relationships guided by 

principles of Christian love, trust, honesty, truth, forbearance, forgiveness. 

Building: Our building is NOT the church, but a tool of the church for ministry. We provide the resources to 

maintain our building as useful for the Gospel, but feel free to move on if it no longer serves. 

Resources: Understanding that ministry to Godôs people takes resources, we give generously of our time and 

talents. We strive to give a tithe ï 10 percent of our financial blessings. 

Faith formation: It takes learning and practice to grow closer to God, both as individuals and community. We 

support and participate in studying the Bible and theology. We promote and engage in spiritual practices that 

feed our souls. 

Although we tend to think that our church has a mission, itôs more accurate to say that God has a mission, and 

that mission has a church. We grow in faith as people and community when we dedicate ourselves to good 

stewardship of our church. 

 

--Rob Blezard 

Copyright É 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the 
bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. 
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Serving the neighbor in need 
By Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop                                                                   

July 6, 2018 

Editorôs note: This is a reprint of 
the June 2017 column from the 
presiding bishop of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. 

These are politically charged times. 
This very sentence in the presiding 
bishopôs column is likely to raise 
eyebrows. 

Across this church Iôve heard 
stories of parishioners disturbed by 
the Gospel read on Sundays, 

believing the pastor chose the passage as a critique of 
the current administration. The Beatitudes seemed to 
provoke the most attention. In a way this is goodð
maybe we are all hearing Jesusô words with fresh ears. 
But really, the Beatitudes have been the appointed 
Gospel for the fourth Sunday of Epiphany (year A) for as 
long as we have been using the lectionary. 

In these charged times itôs helpful to consider two things: 
the relationship between church and state, and how 
Lutherans participate in civil society. Often we speak 
about the ñseparation of church and state.ò This principle 
is usually raised when parishioners feel the pastor (or 
the synod, churchwide organization or bishop) is being 
ñpolitical.ò There is the assumption that the church 
should only deal with the spiritual and that it should have 
nothing to do with civil and political life. The First 
Amendment says: ñCongress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof.ò The separation of church and 
state is intended to protect religious liberty and keep the 
government from interfering in the church. 

We Lutherans also cite Martin Lutherôs doctrine of the 
two kingdomsðthe temporal and the spiritual. This has 
been misinterpreted to mean that the temporal realm is 
inferior to the spiritual realmðor that God, and therefore 
the faithful, should not be as concerned with the 
temporal, should not allow the temporal into the church, 
and really need not be too engaged in the public square. 

But our understanding as Lutherans is that the church 
and the state, the spiritual and the temporal, are both 
established by God and are both part of Godôs twofold 
rule. When we pray, ñGive us today our daily bread,ò we 
are also praying that God send us the gift of good 
government (Lutherôs Small Catechism). 
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Both church and state are good gifts from God and have 
been established for specific purposes. The proper work 
of the church is to ñpreach the gospel in its purity and 
administer the sacraments according to the 
gospelò (Augsburg Confession IV). The proper work of 
the state is to keep peace and order and to support and 
nourish the lives of its citizens. And since we confess 
that God entered human life through the incarnation of 
Jesus Christ, who took our flesh upon him, we do not 
have a hierarchy of value that places the spiritual above 
the temporal. 

Active participation in public life and the duty of 
government to care for its people, especially the most 
vulnerable, have been part of the Lutheran movement 
from its beginning. In his explanation of the petition 
ñGive us today our daily bread,ò Luther said: ñIt would be 
therefore fitting if the coat of arms of every upright prince 
were emblazoned with a loaf of bread instead of a 
lionò (Large Catechism). He also wrote that the ñsecond 
virtue of a prince is to help the poor, the orphans, and 
the widows to justice, and to further their cause.ò 

Lutherans donôt withdraw from public life. In fact our 
constitution pledges us to ñwork with civil authorities in 
areas of mutual endeavor, maintaining institutional 
separation of church and state in a relation of functional 
interaction.ò Lutherans fulfill our baptismal vocation 
when we show up. 

So why are we so tense? I think weôve been influenced 
by a divisive culture. We forget that we are one people. 
I think we fail to recognize Christ in others, whether the 
other is across the pew or across the world. We forget 
that we allðwhatever our politicsðstand under the 
judgment of God and that only Godôs promise of 
reconciling love in Jesus can save us. Set free by that 
promise we can find a way to serve the neighbor. 

A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America. Her email address: bishop@elca.org. Reprinted with permission. 
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