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Quick Glance...

The talented St. Peter Choir, Sunday, March 17, 2019

BIRTHDAYS:

Anniversaries

Susan Knight

4-3

Carl & Jean Vinka

4-10-70

Jenny Grinstead

4-4

Denis & Laura Dhenin

4-22-05

William Hutchison

4-20

Cynthia Anderson

4-21

Sunday, April 7:
Food Drive for Jonah’s House
April Birthdays Reception

Laura Dhenin

4-26

Jessica Johnston

4-27

Wednesday, April 10:
6:00 pm: Lenten Soup Supper
7:00 pm: Choir Practice

Pam Coor

4-30

Dates to Remember:

Wednesday, April 3:
6:00 pm: Lenten Soup Supper
7:00 pm: Choir Practice

April 14-April 21: Holy Week
(Please see inside page for the dates and
times of our special worship services.)

If we have inadvertently
omitted anyone, please contact
Laura Dhenin in the church
office.
Thank you!
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Holy Week Observances

Birthday Reception:
April 7 - After Worship
Join us as we honor those celebrating
birthdays this month.

Weekly Choir Practice
Sunday, April 14, Palm Sunday
10:30 am: Worship featuring a dramatic
reading of the Gospel and Holy Communion
Thursday, April 18, Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm: Join us for worship with our ecumenical-partner, First Presbyterian Church
Friday, April 19, Good Friday
7:00 pm: Tenebrae service

Saturday, April 20, Holy Saturday
6:00 pm: Easter Vigil, a family-friendly worship service led by the youth and children of
our congregation
Sunday, April 21, Easter Sunday
8:30 am: Easter Breakfast
10:30 am: Easter Celebration worship

Wednesdays, at 7:00 pm

NEW VOICES WELCOME!

In-Home Communion Mondays
On the first and third Monday of the
month Rev. Marty will be visiting our
homebound members and offering
Holy Communion.
Others are invited to accompany Rev.
Marty on these visits.
If you would like to participate, or have
a friend or family member that would enjoy a visit,
please speak to Rev. Marty.

Items Needed for New CTHHS House:

Mid-Week Lenten
Soup Supper s & Devotion
Wednesday, April 3 and April 10 at 6:00 pm
Join us for
Fellowship and reflection.

Carlsbad Transitional Housing & Homeless Shelter
Inc. is in need of the following items: toddler bed
(and bedding), towels, queen-size bedding, standard
pillows, space heater, children’s cups, plates, rugs,
kitchen appliances, plastic storage bins, and laundry
detergent.
A collection box is in the Narthex.
If you have any questions please
contact Jean Vinka.
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2019 Vacation Bible School

Annual

St. Peter will host our 5-church Ecumenical VBS this
year.
Planning Meeting: Thursday, April 4 at 6:30 pm, at
St. Peter. Everyone interested in helping is
STRONGLY encouraged to come to this meeting!

Our annual Rummage & Bake Sale for Carlsbad
Transitional Housing & Homeless Shelter, Inc. is
quickly approaching!

This years sale will take place Saturday, May 4th.
Please start cleaning out
your garage, closets, and
attics. Items should be
clean and in working order.
Please – NO clothing or electronics!

Tax-Aide Open
Tax-Aide is a free Income Tax
preparation service. Tax-Aide
volunteers are certified by the IRS.
Tax-Aide is operated in partnership
with AARP.
Hours:
Mondays & Thursdays 6:00 - 9:00 pm and
Saturdays 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Items for donation can be brought to the first
classroom (next to the Nursery) in the Christian Ed.
building.
Baked goods may be brought
to the Fellowship Hall on
Friday, May 3rd and in the
morning on Saturday, May 4th.
Please indicate gluten-free, nut
free, etc.
A sign-up sheet for set-up and
volunteers will be posted in the
Narthex soon!

God’s Work. Our Hands. The things we do and ways YOU can help…
•

Noisy Offering Collection for ELCA WORLD HUNGER: Every week during our worship service, the
children of the congregation take a coin collection after the Gospel for Children.

•

Food Drive for Jonah’s House: Jonah's House in in need of canned goods and other non-perishable
food items. PLEASE Remember to bring your items to church the first Sunday of each month.

•

Packs for Hunger: Packs for Hunger is feeding nearly 250 Carlsbad-area children PER WEEK (even
in the SUMMER!) and they need your HELP. Please consider making a monetary or food donation.
Lists of suggested food items and a collection container are in the Narthex.

•

Sock Drive: Donations of (new) socks and undergarments for boys and girls, pre-K-12th grade can be
made throughout the year by placing them in the Packs for Hunger collection container in the Narthex.

•

Can Tabs for Ronald McDonald House: We collect aluminum soda can tabs for Ronald McDonald
House. A collection container is in the Narthex.
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Presiding Bishop Eaton pastoral message on Christchurch mosque shootings
We join in mourning for the people who were killed and wounded, for their families, for the first responders
and grief counselors, and for all whose lives have been shattered today. We know that God is present in the
midst of their suffering.
We know that our own Muslim neighbors here in the U.S. are also experiencing grief and fear. Many will
wonder whether it is safe to attend Friday prayers today. These are not the kinds of questions that any of us
should have to ask ourselves as we seek to live out our religious commitments. Yet, devastatingly, this is also
a reality that binds us together as people of faith. As I wrote last November in the wake of the Tree of Life
shooting: “Hate-filled violence knows no bounds – whether a Sikh Temple in Oak Creek, a Christian church in
Charleston, a Jewish synagogue in Pittsburgh” – and now these mosques in New Zealand.
Together with our ecumenical and inter-religious partners, we stand shoulder to shoulder in condemning
hatred, bigotry, racism and violence whenever and wherever it occurs. We do so because all people are
made in the image of God. Therefore, as an act of neighborly love, I urge you to reach out to your Muslim
neighbors today and in the days to come to ask how you might offer solidarity and support – joining whenever
possible with other ecumenical and inter-religious neighbors.
I leave you with the words of Psalm 16:1: “Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.” This is my prayer – for
our Muslim neighbors, for the people of Christchurch, and for all who mourn and are afraid. May we see in
this devastation the possibility to be Christ’s presence with our neighbors in this world – to be present in their
suffering and to be partners in God’s justice and peace.
In peace,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop, ELCA
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What We Get To Do Together: Next Faithful Step
I recently shared with you a vision of what we get to do together as Christ’s
Church here in the ELCA Rocky Mountain Synod. That vision includes:
·

celebrating the generosity of congregations and individuals that helps fuel
our ministry;

·

growing as leaders in Christ’s Church through our new Excellence in
Leadership initiative;

·

expanding our vision for outdoor ministry through Messiah Mountain
Retreat Center;

·

concluding our current Educate, Equip, Enact (3E) initiative and applying
for an new Lilly Grant;

·

claiming our distinctive ELCA gifts within the larger church so that our
grace-centered gospel experience informs our engagement with the world;

·

supporting new and innovative ministry as we live into the church we are
called to become.

In order to actively step into this vision of what we get to do together, your Synod Council recently approved a
draft Strategic Plan 2.0 for the Rocky Mountain Synod and endorsed a feasibility study to determine the energy
and capacity for a possible synod mission campaign. As part of this study, interviews and surveys will be
conducted by our colleagues from GSB (Gronlund, Sayther & Brunkow) this spring so that our 2019 Synod
Assembly can choose how to take the next faithful step into the Holy Spirit’s ever-unfolding future. I pray that if you
are asked, you will agree to participate in this time of shared discernment.
I believe with my whole being that our calling to be the Christ’s Church today – including our call to live from the
particular gifts of our part within Christ’s Body – matters more than ever. Thank you for your part in helping us take
the next faithful step as God’s people of the ELCA Rocky Mountain Synod.
Yours in Faith,
Bishop Jim Gonia

Rolled Away
"On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the
tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord
Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside
them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look
for the living among the dead? He is not here; He has risen! Remember how He told you, while He was still with you in
Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised
again.’ Then they remembered his words." (Luke 24:1-8)
The death of Jesus was devastating and confusing for his closest friends and followers. Even when confronted with
Jesus himself some of his followers in disappointment say "but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to
redeem Israel." A little while later they would realize that Jesus had redeemed Israel and that, like the scriptures
predicted, Jesus had risen from the dead!
Are there things in your life that in the moment seem devastating and confusing? You may be asking the question "Why
has this happened?" or "I thought God had a different plan?" We can take our hope from that empty tomb. In those
precious hours the empty tomb to some meant failure when in reality it meant a new beginning of greatness and life
eternal. There may be some stones in your life that need to be rolled away for the chance of a new beginning.
OldLutheran.com, March 5, 2019
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Spiritual and religious
March, 2019

Is “Lutheran spirituality” an
oxymoron? When we
consider Martin Luther and
the early reformers, we
think of great theologians,
prolific writers and
musicians. We are well
aware of Luther’s earthy
language and direct
communication. But
spirituality? Luther as
mystic? Not so much. And
yet, Luther was a deeply
spiritual person who also
cared for the spiritual wellbeing of his parishioners.
Luther was a monk before he was a college
professor and reformer. By his own account he outmonked everyone in his monastery. He took his
vows seriously. He longed for God. He wrestled
with God. He argued with God. Well before he
came to an understanding of grace, Luther
nevertheless knew that his life was found in God.
He was spiritual and religious.
“Spirituality” covers a lot of things. Church historian
and writer Martin Marty once said: “ ‘Spirituality’ is
the code word used to convey everything from
profound quests to warm tingles between the toes.”
As a parish pastor I often heard people declare that
they were spiritual and not religious. I was
suspicious that this was an excuse for not coming to
church, but I now think there is more to it than that.
We are created to search for meaning. Mary Jane
Haemig, a professor at Luther Seminary, St. Paul,
Minn., wrote: “Today people hear many words but
long for authentic words and authentic relationships.
They ask whether they can trust what they hear and
whether they can trust that anyone will hear what
they say. This longing for authentic communication
is part of the longing for relationship. The church can
help people identify that this longing includes a
longing for God.”
This issue’s cover story is about prayer (page 14).
Even in an increasingly secular society, prayer in
some form is practiced by most Americans. What

happens when we pray? Why do we pray? How
should we pray? Is prayer just a lot of words
spoken into emptiness? Is prayer efficacious?
Luther wasn’t too worried about these questions. He
was more concerned that people actually did pray,
that they were in communication with God who
hears prayer, commands us to pray and gives us
the words we need through the Spirit. He could be
pretty blunt: “You must learn to call. Do not sit by
yourself or lie on a couch, hanging and shaking your
head. Do not destroy yourself with your own
thoughts by worrying. Do not strive and struggle to
free yourself, and do not brood on your
wretchedness, suffering and misery. Say to yourself:
‘Come on, you lazy bum; down on your knees, and
lift your eyes and hands toward heaven!’ ”
For Luther, God was real, and this real God wants
real people to be in real communication
with God. We are not to fret about elegant phrases
or creative and original prayers. We shouldn’t worry
about folding hands or raising hands or standing or
kneeling. It’s not about technique. Prayer is about
relationship with God. God has created us for
God’s self and we are not whole apart from this
relationship.
And it is here that this Lutheran began to
understand and resist and, finally, imperfectly come
to know and trust God more deeply. There is a little
stubbornness in me. I like to be in charge. I want to
set the terms of engagement. I will decide when
God can come in. But here is the truth: God is
already and always present.

Luther wrote: “The entire divine nature is wholly and
entirely in all creatures, more deeply, more inwardly,
more present than the creature is to itself.” That kind
of makes resistance pointless.
Prayer is an invitation into divine love. Prayer is God
seeking us. In God’s seeking, in God’s speaking
and listening we find ourselves.
A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. Her email address: bishop@elca.org.
This column originally appeared in Living Lutheran’s March 2019 issue.
Reprinted with permission.
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ELCA Conference of Bishops issues statement on Venezuela
3/4/2019

The Conference of Bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) stands with
and holds up in prayer the people of Venezuela during the current multifaceted crisis within their
nation. We care about the consequences of this crisis as already felt in neighboring countries and
about its wider impact on international peace and security.
We fervently support our companion church the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Venezuela (IELV) and second the
call from the Rev. Dr. Nestor Friedrich, vice president of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) for Latin America
and the Caribbean Region, for "a negotiated, peacefully constructed resolution" of the crisis. (Letter from the Rev.
Friedrich to IELV Pastor President the Rev. Gerardo Hands, January 31, 2019.) In that regard, and in light of the
history of U.S military interventions in Latin America, we are concerned about statements from the U.S. presidential
administration that do not rule out military options. We also support the LWF statement, issued on January 29,
2019, that notes the hazards of "external interference, including threat of intervention and military action" and the
benefits of utilizing "the existing multilateral UN and Organization of the American States mechanisms to peacefully
address the current crisis in the country" and to "provide humanitarian assistance to the people of Venezuela."
In view of the crisis, the ELCA Conference of Bishops joins the LWF in calling on all parties to respect
internationally recognized human rights, in calling for a halt to the deportation of Venezuelans currently in the U.S
and in calling for a new presidential election in Venezuela as soon as possible, one that will be administered by
new electoral authorities, conducted under international supervision, and overseen by a neutral government.
We affirm the ways that our church has already been assisting Venezuelans within and outside their country
through our ELCA International Disaster Fund, including the following support offered:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Venezuela, to distribute food at its children's home, its preschool and the
food pantries of its congregations;
to the United Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELU) in Argentina and Uruguay, to assist Venezuelan migrant
families arriving in Posadas, Misiones, Argentina;
to the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia (IELCO), to create a humanitarian assistance center for
Venezuelan migrants in Colombia;
to Educación Popular en Salud (Popular Education in Health), to provide humanitarian health assistance to
Venezuelan immigrants in Chile;
to the World Association for Christian Communication, to respond to the Venezuelan migration crisis in
Colombia;
to the LWF-World Service office in Colombia, to provide humanitarian assistance and protection to Venezuelan
migrants in Saravena-Arauca settlements; and
to Lutheran World Relief in Peru, to assist in providing humanitarian assistance to and advocating for migrant
rights for Venezuelans in Peru, in partnership with Iglesia Luterana del Perú.

We also affirm with gratitude the other significant work being done by our companion churches and their partners
in Colombia, Peru, Chile and Argentina as they receive and support refugees from Venezuela.
Cognizant of Venezuela's location in the Caribbean Basin, we remember our Churchwide Blueprint for Action in
Central America and the Caribbean (adopted by the ELCA Church Council in 1990), which calls us to "work for
justice and peace, including supporting a negotiated solution to the conflicts, ending all U.S. war-related aid to the
region, and advocating for unrestricted humanitarian assistance."
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Germany 2020: Study Tour and Oberammergau Passion Play
Pastor Jared Carson from Peace Lutheran Church, Las Cruces is
organizing a study tour to Germany in June 2020. This trip is open
to anyone in the Rocky Mountain Synod. The trip includes the
Oberammergau Passion Play, which occurs every 10
years. Because of the popularity of the Oberammergau Passion
Play, he is asking people to reserve their spot for the study tour
now. The bulk of the tour will highlight Lutheran Reformation
sites. Don’t miss this chance to dive into Reformation history first
hand! If you are interested in the trip, brochures and more
information are available online: http://peacelutheranlc.com/
germany-2020-study-tour/
Or contact Pr. Jared at carsonj@peacelutheranlc.com, 575-522-7119, ext 12.

LIRS continues to advocate boldly for our vision of a welcoming America, and we’re excited to expand that work
with our newest storytelling campaign: My America. This campaign will lift up the voices of refugees, migrants, and
supporters like you, to create a mosaic of stories rooted in hope and resilience.

MY AMERICA... Is Called Home
Home. It takes only four letters to write the word, but for some, it takes a lifetime to find its meaning. The word has caused me, as a former refugee, much
pain, confusion, and uncertainty. When I finally found its meaning, I found
peace. Home for me was Bosnia and Herzegovina. The bloody aggression
and genocide inflicted upon Bosnia in the 1990s forced me and my family to
run to save our lives. America opened its doors and welcomed us to its
shores. With resilience, ambition, strength within ourselves and support
from LIRS’s help, we got back on our feet.
My fellow migrants: just as my family did, you will encounter obstacles and
people who will not accept you. You will be judged by the community, as well
as by people who come from the same place as you. This is inescapable. You
must remember one thing: you are in America now, where the only person
who can stand in your way is you. Other roadblocks and people can stop you
only if you let them. That is the beauty of this country. You have the freedom
to shape your own life and build your own future.
We come from a place where other people got to write our books of life and dictate our faith. America is giving you
a chance to start over, a chance to write your own book of life. I am still writing mine; it includes all my mistakes, all
my regrets, all my successes; and all of my happiness; but the most important part is that it’s MINE. From this day
forward, start writing the chapters of your book of life. And it is my hope for you that one day soon, you will no longer feel like a refugee, but a person who can smile and say, “I am home.”
Selena Besirevic
Attorney at The Harris Law Firm P.C. (Denver, Co)
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Stewardship of God’s ‘very good’ creation
“God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.”
-Genesis 1:31
Six time while creating the heavens and the earth God pauses and sees that it is “good” (Genesis 1:4,
10, 12, 18, 21, 26). But when all is completed, God marvels and calls it “very good.”
Today that “very good” creation is under extreme strain from climate change, plastic waste, toxins in
our air and water, species extinction and countless other factors. As God-appointed stewards of
creation (Genesis 1:28), we have to admit we’re failing.
For these reasons, and because April 22 is Earth Day, this month presents the perfect opportunity to
stress “Stewardship of Creation.” Here are some ideas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pray. Ask God to show us, lead us and guide us to care for the earth.
At church, celebrate April 28 as “Earth Sunday” or “Creation Sunday” with special hymns, prayers,
classes and scripture.
Form a congregational “Green Team” to educate, introduce new practices and advocate for better
public policies.
At church and home, establish or step up efforts to recycle all you can and reduce waste.
Note the plastic in your church and home recycling and waste stream. Discuss the crisis that
plastic waste is causing.
Compost your family’s food waste. Discover how composting and recycling can reduce your trash
stream.
Cut down on driving. Walk, bicycle, or use public transportation. Install a bike rack at church.
Examine your church and home’s insulation values. Have a professional tune up the heating and
air conditioning systems for efficiency.

What other steps could help you and your congregation prioritize caring for God’s creation? It’s the only
planet we have. As stewards, we must do better to keep it “very good.”

--Rev. Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission.
Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and works as content
editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.
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1302 West Pierce Street • Carlsbad NM 88220
Email: stpeter@splcnm.com

Sun

Mon

www.splcnm.com

Tue
1

Wed

6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide

9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion

8

Thu

2

5:30-7:00 pm:
Cub Scout Pack
Mtg.

7

575-887-3033

9

Fri

3

4

6:00 pm: Soup
Supper

6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide

7:00 pm: Choir
Practice

6:30 pm: VBS
Planning Mtg.

10

11

5:00 pm: CTHHS
Inc. Board Mtg.

5:30 pm: Worship
& Music Mtg.

11:00 am: Jonah’s
House Board Mtg.

6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide

6:00 pm: Soup
Supper

6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide

11:45 am: April
Birthdays Reception

Sat
5

6
9:00 am3:00 pm:
Tax Aide

12

13
9:00 am3:00 pm:
Tax Aide

7:00 pm: Choir
Practice

*First Sunday
Food Drive for
Jonah’s House
11:45 am: Fellowship
2:00-4:00 pm: Cub Scouts

14

15

16

5:30-7:00 pm:
Cub Scout Pack
Mtg.

9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study

17

19

20

7:00 pm: Choir
Practice
7:00 pm:
The Last Supper

6:00-9:00 pm:
Tax Aide

10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion

18

7:00 pm:
Tenebrae

6:00 pm:
Easter Vigil

11:45 am: Fellowship
12:00 pm: Cong.
Council Mtg.
2:00-4:00 pm: Cub Scouts

21

22

23

29

30

8:30 am: Easter Breakfast
10:30 am: Celebration
Worship & Holy Communion
11:45 am: Fellowship

28
9:00 am: Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship &
Holy Communion
11:45 am: Fellowship
2:00-4:00 pm: Cub Scouts

5:30-7:00 pm:
Cub Scout Pack
Mtg.

24

25

26

27

The Contact
St. Peter Lutheran Church
1302 West Pierce Street
Carlsbad NM 88220

Sunday Schedule
~ Spring ~
9:00 am: Sunday School

Confirmation Class
Bible Study
10:30 am: Worship with
Holy Communion
11:45 am: Fellowship

